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MEDIAFREEDOMINSRILANKA  
Freedom of Expression news from Sri Lanka 

Monthly report No 01; period covered January  2010 

 

Killings: 
 

1. January 2010 -Two killed in post election violence  
Two election related killings reported. Both were killed because their political opinions. For more 

information please see http://cmev.files.wordpress.com/2010/01/incident-report-with-graphs-

31-01-2010-4-30pm.pdf  

 

Abductions: 
 

2. 24.Jan.2010  - Political reporter and cartoonist missing  
Prageeth Eknaligoda, Eknaligoda, who writes political analyses for the Lankaenews website, left 

work at about 9 p.m. on 24
th

 January 2010  but did not arrive home and has not contacted any 

family members or friends. He had told a close friend he thought he had been followed for the 

past few days. He was abducted in August 2009 and later released. – 

http://www.rsf.org/Political-reporter-and-cartoonist.html  

  

 Arrests/detentions: 
 

3. 24.Jan.2010  -  Group of journalists detained 
 A bus transporting journalists visiting Horagolla area for media coverage was stopped at 

Kiribathgoda by Military Police, numbers of the identity cards of the journalists were noted down 

and detained them for some time. Despite journalists protesting, the officers had said they had 

got orders from the top.Later, a senior officer of the Army who had arrived at the scene in Army 

vehicle YUHA21003 had allowed the journalists to proceed. However, a defender jeep bearing 

Reg. No. 33-4556 had followed the bus carrying journalists. 

http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4371:military-

police-stop-a-search-bus-carrying-journalists&catid=35:local&Itemid=50 

 

4. 28.Jan.2010 - Editor arrested  

Editor of the “Irida Lanka” newspaper, Chandana Sirimalwatte, was arrested by the Criminal 

Investigation Department on Friday (29) afternoon. According to his lawyers he was questioned 

for two hours and was detained for further questioning.( He was later released on 16.Feb.2010) 
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Assaults: 
 

5. 12.Jan.2010  - Female journalist assaulted 
BBC’s Sinhala service reporter who, was hospitalized after a political mob, apparently linked to 

supporters of an agriculture minister, attacked her as she was covering the event. The reporter, 

Thakshila Dilrukshi was pursued by government supporters of Agriculture Minister Maithreepala 

Sirisena, who is also secretary general of the ruling Sri Lanka Freedom Party, and attacked with 

clubs. http://www.cpj.org  

 

6. 16.Jan.2010 - Provincial correspondent attacked 
 Puttalam district freelance journalist Jude Samantha was  assalted while covering the clash  

between reveal political party supporters. His DV TV camera was smashed on the ground and 

nad he was physically beaten. Jude Samantha told MFSL that he made a complaint at 

Mundalama police station and he was assaulted by ruling party supporters. Jude Samantha was 

treated for his injuries at Chilaw Government hospital and discharged. Jude Samantha work for 

two TV stations and one newspaper. Jude Samantha, a well known media activist is the  

president of the Putttlam district journalists association. 

http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2010/01/18/provincial-correspondent-attacked-

while-covering-election-violence/   

 

7. 27. Jan.2010 - Journalist house attacked 

On 27.  Jan. 2010 night the residence of Kurunagala correspondent of Sri Lanka Broadcasting 

cooperation, Gunarathna Liyanarchchi was attacked by unknown group. No one was injured 

in the attack but the house and property was damaged. 

http://sunandadeshapriya.files.wordpress.com/2010/01/mfsl-update-no-01-28-01-103.pdf  

 

8. 28.Jan.2010 - SLRC programme producer assaulted 
On 28.Jan.2010  morning Ariyarathana Atugala chairman of state controlled Sri lanka Rupavahini 

Cooperation (SLRC) assaulted programme producer Ravi Abewikrama and threatened to 

kill him. Atugala called a open staff meeting and told them to remember that 'he is the 

Atugala and will not allow any one to go against him'. 

http://sunandadeshapriya.files.wordpress.com/2010/01/mfsl-update-no-01-28-01-103.pdf  

 

 

Threats: 

 
9. 02.Jan.2010  -  President will curb private media  
UPFA Film and Arts Chairman Somaratne Dissanayake speaking at a debate over the television 

channel said, President Mahinda Rajapakse will go all out to curb the private media during his 

second term in Office. 

http://www.lankaenews.com/English/news.php?id=8883  

 

10. 13.
 
Jan. 2010 -  Newspaper office searched  

The Sunday Leader office located in Ratmalana was search by armed police officers who had 

come in a bus. The police officers searched the printing press of the office saying they had 
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information that defamatory posters were being printed at the premises. The police had also 

videoed the printing press of the newspaper. http://www.dailymirror.lk/index.php/news/862-

police-search-sunday-leader.html 

 

11.  25. Jan.2010  - CID request to search Wijeya newspaer press 
The Colombo Magistrate’s Court yesterday refused to issue warrants sought by the Criminal Investigation 

Department  to search the office of opposition United National Front leader Ranil Wickremesinghe and a 

Wijeya newspaper group printing press at Biyagama. The CID also alleged that posters and handbills 

against the government were being printed at the Wijeya Newspapers printing press at Biyagam. 

http://www.dailymirror.lk/print/index.php/component/content/article/129-front-page/2133-cid-request-

to-search-wijeya-biyagama-press-refused.htm  

 

12. 27.Jan.2010 - Journalist questioned and followed 
On 27.  Jan. 2010  evening journalist Sri Lal Priyantha was questioned at the hotel where 

opposition common candidate was staying. The group was in plain clothes but told him that hey 

are form the army. The group followed him while he was going home and questioned him 

again at Nugegoda. http://sunandadeshapriya.files.wordpress.com/2010/01/mfsl-update-no-01-

28-01-103.pdf  

 

13.  27.Jan.2010 - Threaten to  set fire to newspaper office 
On 28th Defense secretary Gotabhaya Rajapaska threatened to set fire to Pro JVP Sinhala 

Lanaguage weekly  Irida Lanka.  Irida Lanka  newspaper  has been harassed continually by the 

police over last six months and its staff was arrested several times. It editor Chadan Sirimalwatta  

was summoned to Criminal Investigation Department  at lease 3 times during the last six 

months. http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2010/01/28/defense-secretary-threatened-

to-set-fire-to-newspaper-irida-lanka/  

 

14. 29.Jan.2010 - Foreign reporter expelled 
Sri Lankan authorities  withdrew the visa granted to a Swiss reporter Karin Wenger of Swiss 

Public Radio, covering the island’s fiercely fought presidential vote and asked her to leave the 

country within 48 hours.. A government minister had publicly criticised her for grilling the 

authorities on allegations of irregularities at Tuesday’s vote which was comfortably won by 

President Mahinda Rajapakse. ( Later she was allowed to stay by presidential order) 

http://www.straitstimes.com/BreakingNews/Asia/Story/STIStory_483886.html  

 

15. 29.Jan.2010 - Lankaenews under surveillance 
Popular Sinhala language website lankaenews staff came  under surveillance and  pressure as 

authorities mounted various intimidations against the news site. Website was not accessible in 

Sri Lanka for last three days. On 28 January night unknown group surrounded the  lankaenews 

office located in Rajagiriaya, Boralla and stayed there nearly two hours inquiring about the staff. 

 

16. 31.Jan.2010 - State media staff under probe 

More staff from the state electronic and print media including a deputy Director of the state 

owned television Rupavahini, are under probe for their alleged involvement in a coup attempt by 

the opposition against the government, state television reported in its night news bulletin.The 

news report late this evening said that these state media staff had reportedly been part of the 
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alleged attempt which was hatched from the Cinnamon Lakeside hotel in Colombo by opposition 

Presidential candidate General Sarath Fonseka. 

http://www.dailymirror.lk/index.php/news/1323-more-state-media-staff-under-probe.html  

17. 31. Jan.2010  - Face books users under scrutiny  
Authorities are monitoring the user activities of Facebook and Twitter social networking sites as 

some members of these networks allegedly defame prominent personalities and spread false 

rumours against the government. A special team at the Telecommunications Regulatory 

Commission (TRC) is already monitoring the user activities on Facebook, LAKBIMANEWS learns. 

http://www.lakbimanews.lk/news/laknew3.htm 

 

18. 31. Jan. 2010 - Indian correspondent on firing line 
An Indian journalist now in Sri Lanka to cover Tuesday’s polls was in for a rude shock. He was 

walking towards Gen. (retd.) Fonseka’s rented residence off Queen’s Road when he saw an STF 

commando. The commando was in fatigues and wore a balaclava to cover his face. Only his eyes 

could be seen. 

The journalist thought that would make a good picture back home. He aimed his camera to take 

a shot. The commando aimed his gun and shouted “stop taking pictures or I will shoot you.” 

http://www.srilankaguardian.org/2010/01/indian-journalist-on-firing-line-in.html  

 

 

Censorship: 
 

19. 05
. 
Jan. 2010 - Journalists removed form airport  

The government  removed all journalists who were assigned to  at Katunayake International 

Airport by media institutions. The licenses given to all journalists to cover events at the BIA have 

been withdrawn.  

http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4219:govt-

removes-journalists-at-bia&catid=35:local&Itemid=50  

 

20. 01.Jan.2010 -  State TV jammed private TV transmission 
 MTV net work  said that on January 1, it was informed by the officers manning the Jaffna station, 

that the signal of Shakthi TV on Channel 25 was being jammed by another signal being 

transmitted on the same Frequency.Upon inquiry, the MTV learnt that the state controlled ITN 

owned channel Vasantham was broadcasting its test transmission on same frequency which had 

been allocated to the petitioner company. 

http://www.dailymirror.lk/print/index.php/component/content/article/129-front-page/837-

vasantham-jams-shakthi-says-mtv-.html     

 

21. 08.Jan. 2010 - Private TV station ordered to shut down 
A free-to-air private television network “MTV Channel (Pvt) Ltd”  filed a writ application in the 

Court of Appeal challenging an impugned order to shut down the transmission station of Shakthi 

TV in the Jaffna peninsula. It alleged that on January 5, the TRC purportedly acting in violation of 

and contrary to, the established principles of natural justice and the rule of law, purported to 

direct the petitioner company to shut down the said transmission with immediate effect. 

http://www.dailymirror.lk/index.php/news/698-shakthi-challenges-shut-down-order.html  
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22. 20.Jan.2010 - State media in political propaganda 
The State and Independent Media Organisations Alliance yesterday said that the Government is 

utilizing the state media to promote the election campaign of one particular Presidential 

candidate thereby tarnishing the image of state media and lowering its standards. 

http://www.dailymirror.lk/print/index.php/news/news/1775.html  

 

23. 26.Jan.2010 - Four news web sites blocked 
On presidential election day Sri Lanka government blocked four main news web sites that were 

providing opposition news and view points in Sinhala, Tamil and English languages. Access to the 

independent news websites Lankaenews, Lankanewsweb, Infolanka and Sri Lanka Guardian has 

been blocked by the country’s main Internet Service Provider. http://www.rsf.org/Websites-

blocked-just-hours-before.html  

 

24. 28.Jan.2010 - Two web sites blocked  
NIDAHASA News and Entertaintment web site (www.nidahasa.com) was blocked for Sri Lanka 

Telecom internet users since today (28) evening.The site was hacked yesterday (27) just after 

publishing a news regarding possible election result manipulations. Today, few hours after 

restoration of the site,  it has been blocked.Meanwhile Sinhala24new.com, the automated 

Sinhala language news aggregator site also reported  blocked. 

http://www.lankanewsweb.com/news/EN_2010_01_28_008.html  

 

25. 29.Jan.2010 - Lanka newspaper office sealed 
The pro-Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) newspaper Lanka was sealed by CID detectives on 

29.Jan. 2010. Armed with a court order, the detectives turned up at the Lanka editorial office at 

Delkanda in Nugegoda last evening to seal the premises. This means the newspaper will not be 

published until this clamp down is withdrawn. 

http://www.sundaytimes.lk/100131/News/nws_03.html  

 

26. 31.Jan.2010 - Threat to TV station  
At a top level discussion on 29

th
  night, it was decided to shut down a leading television network 

(MTV net work) that supported Gen. (retd.) Fonseka.The Telecommunication Regulatory 

Commission was directed to inform the network that its licence had been cancelled. However, 

there were second thoughts on the matter. It was decided not to go ahead with the move. 

Insiders say that the letter withdrawing the licence had been issued in the meanwhile. 

http://www.srilankaguardian.org/2010/01/indian-journalist-on-firing-line-in.html  

 

 

Protests: 
 

27. 12.Jan.2010  - Renewed call for justice 
Sri Lankan journalists  demanded justice for a renowned newspaper editor, Lasantha 

Wickrematunge,  gunned down by attackers on motorcycles, complaining no arrests have been 

made in the case a year after his killing. About 100 journalists gathered in the capital of Colombo 

and protested the failure to track down Wickrematunge’s killers. They also called for police to 
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find the culprits involved in dozens of other attacks on members of the media. – Bharatha 

Mallawarachi (CP) 

 

Other FOE issues: 
 

28. 05.Jan.2010  - Private website on  government pay role 
JVP M.P. Bimal Ratnayake in Parliament yesterday (05) charged that,  pro government  the 

Asian Tribune website based in Sweden  is paid US dollars 7,500 monthly form Sri Lanka 

government funds. T e MP showed a letter sent by Bernard Jayatileke, a former  American 

Ambassador to Palitha Kohona, the Secretary, Foreign Ministry  requesting that  the payments 

be made monthly.  http://www.lankaenews.com/English/news.php?id=8904  

 

29. 06.Jan.2010 - Agenda for media reform 
A declaration by media organizations was  presented to the presidential candidates and political 

parties for the establishment of freedom of media in Sri Lanka. 

http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2010/01/06/declaration-by-media-organizations-to-

presidential-candidates/  

 

30. 06.Jan.2010 - Competent authority for state radio and TV 
 Election commissioner appointed  Mr. Jayampathy Hettiarachchi  as competent authority for 

state-run electronic media and wrote to  the Rupavahini (SLRC) chairman saying that all 

broadcasts should come under his supervision.Appointed by Mr. Dissanayake, the competent 

authority began his duties yesterday (Jan. 06) and will continue to function for  the duration of 

the presidential polls. ( Later EC withdrew the Competent Authority in protest to non compliance 

of State media to his guide lines) 

 http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2010/01/07/polls-chief-orders-rupavahini-to-halt-5-

mudslinging-programmes /     

 

31. 11.Jan. 2010 - J.S. Tissanagayam given bail  
Tamil journalist J.S. Tissanagayam, who was serving a 20-year prison term, was released on bail.A 

two-member panel of appeal court judges this morning (Jan. 11) considered his application for 

bail, and freed him on a Rs. 50,000 bail. 

http://www.colombotoday.com/english/articles/Lite/J.S.-Tissanayagam-released-bail/8876.htm  

 

32. 16.Jan 2010  - SC warned media  
The Divisional Bench of five judges of the Supreme Court yesterday directed all media 

institutions to follow the guidelines issued by the Commissioner of Elections in respect of the 

forthcoming Presidential Election. The Bench comprised Chief Justice Asoka de Silva, Justices 

Shirani Tilakawardane, N.G.Amaratunga, Saleem Marsoof and K.Sripavan. 

http://www.dailymirror.lk/print/index.php/component/content/article/129-front-

page/1423.html  

 

33. 17.Jan. 2010 - 13.5 SMS sent free of charge for the president 
In a blatant display of despotism, President Mahinda Rajapaksa instructed the 

Telecommunications Regulatory Commission of Sri Lanka (TRC) to order mobile phone operators 

in the country to send a New Year Greeting on January 1st to a massive 13.5 million phone users 
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free of charge on his behalf. http://www.thesundayleader.lk/2010/01/10/treasury-loses-out-on-

mr%E2%80%99s-new-year-sms/  

 

34. 18
th

 Jan. 2010 - Court orders to release Vanni Doctors 
 Colombo magistrates court in Sri Lanka has ordered police to release five Tamil doctors  who 

served in the battle zone during the last stages of war, if no evidence is found against them. 

International and local media had to rely on these doctors serving patients in the war zone in a 

time where journalists and international organisations were banned  from entering the area. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/sinhala/news/story/2010/01/100118_vanni_doctors.shtml  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


