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MEDIAFREEDOMINSRILANKA  
Freedom of Expression news from Sri Lanka 

Monthly report No 03; period covered March  2010 

 

Killings: 
 

 No killings of media personal reported during March 2010. 

 

Abductions: 
 

1. March  2010  - Political reporter and cartoonist  still missing  

Prageeth Eknaligoda, political columnist and cartoonist who disappeared  on 24
th

 

January 2010  still missing.  

 

Arrests/Detentions   
 

2. 16 March 2010  -  Journalist detained  

Defense correspondent Ruwan Weerakoon  was by the Terrorist Investigation Division 

(TID) some time around 16th March. Ruwan Weerakoon works for The Nation and the 

Bottom Line newspapers in Colombo and Asia Tribune website.  As a defense 

correspondent journalist Ruwan Weerakoon had a close association with General     

(Rtd.) Sarath Fonseka.  
http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2010/03/18/we-condemn-the-arrest-of-journalist-ruwan-weerakoon/  

  

Assaults: 
 

3. 22 March 2010  - MTV/MBC attacked  

An armed group believed to be associated with a notorious Deputy Minister attacked the 

MTV/MBC office at Braybrooke Place a short while ago severely damaging the place, an 

MBC official told. He also said that the MTV staff members were attacked by stones and 

the staff had retaliated by throwing the same stones at the gang after which the gang 

fled the scene. Police who arrived at the scene made at least 16 arrests. ( all suspects 

given police bail next day) 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/index.php/news/2552-mtvmbc-attacked-by-thugs.html   

 

Threats: 
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4. 12 March 2010 - Attempt abduction of  freelance journalist/candidate  

Unidentified group attempted to abduct freelance journalist Mahinda Rathnayaka on 

12
th

 March 2010 in Colombo.  Mahinda Rathnayaka was a editorial member of 

www.lankadissent.com and a candidate for the up coming general election on 8 April. 

2010. http://www.lankanewsweb.com/Sinhala/news/2010_03_13_007.html  

 

5. 09 March 2010 - Four journalists questioned by CID and TID  

Four journalists who had covered defense related matters during the last years of war 

against the LTTE were questioned at length by Criminal Investigation Department and 

Terrorist Investigation Division of Sri Lanka police during the first week of March 2010. 

They were questioned on various issues like their relations with former Army 

commander and defeated presidential candidate General Sarath Fonseka. The four 

journalists were Prasanna Fonseka of Siyatha news paper, Mihiri Fonseka of Lakbima 

news paper,  free lancer Sri Lal Priyantha  and Tissa Raveendra Perera of Rivira news 

paper. 
http://www.lankaenews.com/Sinhala/news.php?id=12659  

  

6. 29 March 2010 - 3 SLRC journalists received renewed threats  

Journalists Kanchane Marasinghe,A.M.A.H.K. Alagiyawanna and A. R. Abewickrama  of 

Sri Lanka Rupavahini Cooperation ( SLRC)  have been receiving various threats and 

intimidations since all three of them were interdicted on political grounds after the 

presidential election 2010. They were victimized because of their campaign for fair and 

balance coverage of presidential election by SLRC. Unknown vehicles have been 

following them, silent phone calls made to their families etc. – MFSL sources  

 

7. 29 March 2010  -  Government impose declaration of assets act for journalists 

Every journalist in the  country will have to submit a declaration of their assets to the 

Ministry of Mass Media and Information by April 30th. Under the terms of the 1988 

declaration of assets and liabilities act the ministry has requested, that proprietors, 

editors, and members of the editorial staff of every newspaper in Sri Lanka submit a 

declaration  of their assets to the Ministry Secretary  before the end of April. 

http://www.thesundayleader.lk/2010/03/28/media-ministry-demands-that-every-journalist-declare-assets/ 

see full text of the act here : http://sunandadeshapriya.files.wordpress.com/2009/12/microsoft-word-

declaration-of-assets-and-liabilities-_amendment_-act-_no-74-of-1988_.pdf   

 

 

Censorship: 
 

8. 03 
 
March  2010 - Web site blocked  

The Democratic National Alliance (DNA) yesterday charged that the government had 

blocked the website ‘www.freesarathfonseka.com’ launched by the party on Monday to 

demand the immediate release of its leader Retired General Sarath Fonseka.DNA 

General Secretary Vijitha Herath had told the Daily Mirror that  the government had 
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panicked after the launch of this online petition which has had some 3000 hits reported 

by Monday (day  before yesterday) evening. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/print/index.php/news/front-page-news/5062.html  

  

 

9. 03 March 2010 -  Court uphold banning a  book  

The Supreme Court has rejected a petition filed by NFF leader Wimal Weerawansa 

challenging previous court rulings that restrain the printing, distribution and sale of his 

book ‘Neththa Wenuwata Eththa.’ Mr. Weerawansa wrote the book after leaving the JVP 

and forming the NFF.The JVP has petitioned against ‘Neththa Wenuwata Eththa’ (Truth 

Instead of Untruth) in the Colombo High Court and the Commercial High Court. The book 

has been written by using central committee reports of the JVP, which amounts to an 

intellectual property theft, the party has alleged. 
http://www.colombotoday.com/english/articles/Lite/SC-upholds-court-rulings-Neththa-Wenuwata-Eththa/9890.htm  

   

10. 05 March. 2010 - Private TV station ordered to shut down 
The Court of Appeal was notified on 05 March 2010 that the MTV Channel Private Limited has 

submitted a fresh application to the Telecommunications Regulatory Commission (TRC) seeking a 

licence for Shakthi TV, which has been broadcasting in the Jaffna peninsula for the past seven 

years. The Court was notified in this regard when the case was taken up on 05 March. MTV 

Channel Private Limited filed the case against the order made by the Telecommunications 

Regulatory Commission to suspend Shakthi TV’s broadcast in the Jaffna peninsula. 
http://www.newsfirst.lk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=8694:fresh-application-for-shakthi-tv-

submitted-to-trc-appeal-court-told&catid=1:latest-news&Itemid=18  

  

11. 23 March 2010 - R&B singer refused visa  

The government has decided to reject a visa for popular international R&B singer Akon 

to perform in Sri Lanka over allegations leveled against him regarding a controversial 

video which showed scantily clad women dancing around a Buddha statue. Akon was to 

perform in Sri Lanka next month and a major tourism drive was also launched to bring 

down fans from Asia for the concert. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/index.php/news/2589-akon-rejected-lankan-visa.html  

 

12. 24 March 2010 -  Author detained  

A BAHRAIN resident has been arrested in Sri Lanka after converting to Islam and writing 

two books in Sinhalese allegedly offensive to the spiritual leader of Buddhism. Sarah 

Malanie Perera, 38, was detained in the capital Colombo on Saturday as she was due to 

leave her homeland after a three-month holiday. Discover Islam has now issued an 

international appeal to human rights groups to help secure her release, after being 

contacted by one of her sisters. ( She was detained under emergency law for 30 days 

later) 
http://www.gulf-daily-news.com/NewsDetails.aspx?storyid=274019  

 

13. 27 March 2010 - Peaceful protest blocked  

About two hundred Buddhist monks marched to Temple Trees from the Sri 

Jayawardenapura University to protest against the establishment of a private Bhikku 
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Academy in Pallekele. . Another reason for the protest were irregularities in distribution 

of text books, both when recruiting new students to the college and when conducting 

examinations. The protesters were prevented being entering the vicinity of Temple Trees 

by police although the monks attempted several times to do so by pulling down the 

barricades. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/print/index.php/news/news/6980.html  

 

14. 31 March 2010 - SIYATHA TV radio transmission antennas removed  

The antennas to relay the frequencies of Siyatha radio and TV had been fixed to a CEB 

tower in Gongala. However, the CEB had informed the Siyatha management to remove 

the antennas from the tower without any prior warning. The move has resulted in 

Siyatha radio and TV not being relayed to areas in the South. The Kariyapperuma 

brothers, who at one time were close confidantes of the President, have now fled the 

country after receiving death threats from the Defence Secretary after the Presidential 

election. 
http://www.lankanewsweb.com/news/EN_2010_03_31_007.html  

 

Protests: 
 

15. 15 March 2010 - Journalists take to street for Prageeth  

A campaign to distribute leaflets was held opposite the Fort Railway Station on 15th 

March 2010 organized by ‘Journalists against Suppression.’ Yesterday was the 50th day 

since ‘Lanka e News’ journalist Prageeth Eknaligoda has been disappeared.The campaign 

to distribute leaflets was to oppose the government for not taking any action regarding 

the disappearance of journalist Eknaligoda and apprise the people of the repression 

carried out by the government on journalists and media institutions that reveal the truth 

to the people. 
http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4962:journalists-take-to-the-streets-for-

prageeth&catid=35:local&Itemid=62 

 

16.  30 March 2010 - Allow us the tell the truth  

A ‘Sathyagraha’ on the theme ‘Protect the right to know the truth’ to protest against the 

media repression of the government was held opposite Fort Railway Station on 30
th

 

March 2010 morning. Members of media organizations and mass organizations 

participated in the ‘Sathyagraha’ organized by ‘Journalists against Repression.’ 

The ‘Sathyaagraha’ continued for more than an hour participans carrying placards 

displaying slogans that stated ‘Allow us to tell the truth.’  
http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5103:allow-us-to-tell-the-truth–

sathyagraha-by-journalists&catid=34:lead-news&Itemid=50 

 

Other FOE issues: 
 

17. 01 March .2010  - Court ordered an inquiry on victimization of Journalists   
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The Supreme Court ordered  (on 1
st

 March) an inquiry into the alleged political 

victimization and interdiction of eight media personnel of state run SLRC by its chairman 

and others. The court appointed a former Judicial Officer to conduct the inquiry and 

directed to file the outcome within two weeks. Filing the application, Kanchana 

Marasinghe and seven other media personnel attached to Sri Lanka Rupavahini 

Corporation (SLRC) claimed they were abused and arbitrary interdicted following the 

Presidential election. http://www.dailymirror.lk/index.php/news/1944-court-orders-probe-

into-state-tv-.html  
 

18. 03 March.2010 - UN HR High Commissioner on media freedom in SL 

In her opening statement to the 13th session of UNHRC, Geneva the UN HR High 

Commissioner said that "In Sri Lanka the opportunity for peace and Reconciliation 

continuous to be marred by the treatment of journalists, human rights defenders and 

critics of the Government. I am convinced that  Sri Lanka should undertake a full 

reckoning of the grave violations committed by all sides during the war, and the 

international community can be helpful in this regard." 
UN High Commissioner statement_Introduction to the annual Rpt_04.03.10  

 

19. 04 March 2010 -  FR petition against state media coverage   

A fundamental rights violation petition was filed against the Sri Lanka Rupavahini 

Corporation (SLRC) and the Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation (SLBC) for the alleged 

abuses of State resources and partisan use of State media resulting in the violation of 

the people’s sovereignty in the recently held Presidential election. The petition cited the 

Rupavahini Corporation, its Chairman Prof. Ariyaratne Athugala, its Chief Executive 

Officer Karunaratne Paranavithana, Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation Chairman 

Hudson Samarasinghe, Elections Commissioner Dayananda Dissanayake and the 

Attorney General as respondents. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/print/index.php/news/front-page-news/5177.html  

 

20. 06  March. 2010 - US concerns about journalists situation  

The United States  expressed concern over the challenges being faced by journalists in 

Sri Lanka and says that such an environment was taking its toll on the journalism 

profession and the public at large. “Unfortunately, recent times have been challenging 

for journalists in Sri Lanka. Such an environment takes its toll on the journalism 

profession,” Valerie Fowler, Deputy Chief of Mission of the US Embassy for Sri Lanka and 

Maldives, said. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/index.php/news/2182-us-expresses-concern-for-journos.html  

 

21.  10 March 2010 - Government to monitor NGOs 

Cabinet Spokesperson Prof. G.L. Peiris said that the government had obtained 

information that many local and international NGOs were involved in domestic politics 

and other acts violating the country’s law.“A monitoring system for the NGOs is 

essential. We have received information that many local and international NGOs are 

working against the government. Therefore they must be transparent in their funds and 

activities,” Prof. Peiris told journalists.  
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http://www.dailymirror.lk/index.php/news/2261-govt-to-monitor-ngos-.html  
 

22. 11 March  2010  - Exiled journalists asked to return  

Sri Lanka’s Attorney General Mohan Peiris has said he was prepared to offer protection 

to any of the nation’s journalists who return to the country from exile, the US based 

media rights group, the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) said. “Speaking for 

myself, and I’m fairly sure the government will back me up on this, there is no question 

that the government needs our journalists,” Peiris has told a CPJ delegation. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/index.php/news/2277-exiled-journalists-asked-to-return.html  

 

23. 12 March 2010  - AG's words should back up with action - JDS 

Journalists for Democracy in Sri Lanka welcomes the offer made by the Sri Lankan 

Attorney General, Mohan Peiris, to provide protection for exiled journalists if they return 

to the island but urges him to take immediate steps to prove he is serious about media 

freedom.Unless the government takes steps to allay the fears of journalists working in 

Sri Lanka and ends the culture of impunity, the Attorney General’s words will be another 

empty promise and the return of exiled journalists who love their country still a distant 

dream. http://jdsrilanka.blogspot.com/  

 

24. 12 March 2010 - Contempt of court case against The Sunday Leader 

The Supreme Court in Sri Lanka  issued notice to the editor of a pro-opposition English 

weekly to explain the reasons for publishing an article regarded as contempt of 

court.Frederica Jansz, the editor of Sunday Leader, is accused by the Supreme Court on 

contempt of court by publishing an allegedly defamatory article referring to acting Chief 

Justice, Dr. Shirani Bandaranaike.Ms. Jansz is ordered to appear before the court on 

Monday to explain her actions. 

 http://www.bbc.co.uk/sinhala/news/story/2010/03/100312_frederica_anoma.shtml 

 

25. 16 March 2010 - Sunday Leader editor apologizes 

The chief editor of the Sunday Leader newspaper Frederica Janz apologized before the 

Supreme Court yesterday for insulting Supreme Court justice Dr. Shirani Bandaranaike. 

This was when Frederica Janz was called up before the court over this charge.Pardoning 

the editor of the Sunday Leader, the Supreme Court ordered the mistake to be rectified 

and have it published on the front page of the newspaper. 
http://www.newsfirst.lk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=8929:sunday-leader-newspaper-editor-

apologizes-before-sc&catid=97:news-items-2&Itemid=294   

 

26. 16 March 2010 - FMM concern over listing journalists  

The Free Media Movement (FMM) expresses its serious concern on opinions stated by 

national and international human rights organisations on a list in circulation under the 

heading of “media activists, institutional heads and international outreach”. FMM has 

come to know that 28 out of 31 individuals named in the list are related to media. 

According to our sources 13 members of FMM are in the list. Every individual in the list 

has given a numerical rating ranging from 6+ to 9+. According to newspaper reports 
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names of both FMM secretary Sunil Jayasekara  and convenor Chulawansa Sirilal are in 

the list. 
http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2010/03/16/fmm-expresses-its-concern-on-listing-journalists/  

 

27. 17 March 2010 - Prageeth petition put off  

The Appeal Court put off until 27th April the petition filed by the wife of Prageeth 

Eknaligoda and his two children seeking an order from Court to produce Eknaligoda, 

journalist and cartoonist of ‘Lanka E News’, who has been disappeared without any 

information. The petition came before Appeal Court Judges Ranjith Silva and D.S.T. 

Lekamvasam yesterday (16th). The DIG in charge of CID, Inspector of Police at 

Homagama Police and IGP Mahinda Balasooriya have been named as respondents. 
http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4978:petition-filed-for-eknaligoda-put-

off-to-27th-april&catid=35:local&Itemid=62  

 

28. 20 March 2010 - Sri Lanka country of concern for Britain  

The British Government in its Human Rights Report 2009 has named Sri Lanka as a 

“country of concern” as the media freedom continues to deteriorate and the poor 

human rights situation is exacerbated. “Following the end of the war the human rights 

situation has improved but remains a serious concern. Media freedom continues to be 

under threat and abductions of civilians, although reduced in number, continues. The 

poor human rights situation is exacerbated by weak policing and judicial systems,” the 

British Home office said.  
http://www.dailymirror.lk/print/index.php/news/front-page-news/6435.html  

 

29. 19 March 2010 - General Fonseka petitions against state TV 

Gen. Sarath Fonseka petitioned Supreme Court yesterday (19th) requesting the Court to 

issue notice to authorities of SLRC including its Chairman to show cause why they should 

not be penalized for contempt of court for they had committed a crime by not adhering 

to guidelines issued during the presidential election by the Commissioner of Elections to 

electronic media.  Gen. Fonseka points out that the guidelines were issued on a directive 

by the Supreme Court on the 15th January, 2010 on a request made by his lawyers. 
http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5004:general-petitions-against-

rupavahini&catid=35:local&Itemid=62  

 

30. 22 March 2010 - Broadcasting authority soon   

The formulation of legal provisions is underway for the establishment of a national 

broadcasting authority, said the ministry of Mass Media and Information.According to 

the ministry, a board comprising heads of state and private media institutions is doing 

the related work. The cabinet of ministers recently approved the establishment of the 

authority. At present, Sri Lanka has 45 radio and 45 television channels, 
http://colombotoday.com/english/articles/Lite/National-broadcasting-authority-underway/10225.htm  

 

31. 23 March 2010 - Imprisoned journalist wins an award  

A Sri Lankan Tamil has been named foreign journalist of the year at the British Press 

Awards in London.JS Tissainayagam was arrested in 2008 and sentenced to 20 years in 

jail for inciting racial disharmony in his magazine. He was bailed in January.US President 
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Barack Obama mentioned Mr Tissainagayam last year as an example of reporters jailed 

for their work.Mr Tissainayagam denies supporting violence. International human rights 

groups had campaigned for his release. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/8585013.stm  

 

32. 29 March 2010 - SC grants journalist to leave to proceed on HR case  

The Supreme Court last Friday (25) granted leave to proceed with the rights violation 

petition filed by free lance journalist Ruwan Weerakoon (44) challenging his arrest and 

detention purportedly on the allegation of facilitating conversations between Gen. (Rtd) 

Sarath Fonseka and former UNPers Johnston Fernando as well as Lakshman Seneviratne. 

The court said that the Petitioner was entitled to reserve his right to seek further interim 

relief and the matter was listed for hearing on July 6. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/print/index.php/news/front-page-news/7038.html 

 

33. 30 March 2010 - Brigadier involved in Lasantha murder    

The Attorney General (AG) of Sri Lanka has informed the Supreme Court that a senior 

military officer was involved in the assassination of Sunday Leader Editor, Lasantha 

Wickramathunga. In a written submission to the court, the AG has told the courts that 

Brig Duminda Keppetiwalana who was arrested on suspicion on conspiring to overthrow 

the government, was involved in the murder and the assassination attempt on another 

senior journalist, Upali Tennakoon. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sinhala/news/story/2010/03/100328_lasantha_brigadier.shtml  

 

34. 30 March 2010 - Attack on editors - suspects remanded  

The Colombo Magistrate yesterday allowed the TID to further detain the two suspects 

arrested in connection with the murder of Sunday Leader editor. Lasantha 

Wickrematunga, the abduction, intimidation and attempted murder of The Nation’s 

former deputy editor Keith Noyahr and attacks on  and attempted murder of Rivira chief 

editor, Upali Tennakoon. Filing a report, the TID informed court that the suspects, a 

Sinhalese and a Tamil, were arrested in connection with the assassination of Sunday 

Leader editor Lasantha Wickrematunga (on January 8, 2009), the abduction, assault and 

attempted murder of the Nation’s deputy editor, Keith Noyahr (on May 23, 2008) and 

the assaulting and attempted murder of Rivira chief editor Upali Tennakone (on January 

23, 2009). 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/print/index.php/news/front-page-news/7219.html 
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