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MEDIAFREEDOMINSRILANKA  
Freedom of Expression news from Sri Lanka 

Monthly report No 07; period covered August/September 2010 

 
Killings: 
 

1. Aug/Sep 2010  -  No killings of media personal reported  
 
Abductions: 
 

2. Aug/Sep 2010  - No abductions of media personal reported 
  
 Arrests: 
 

3. 06 Sep 2010 - JVP activists distributing leaflets at Nuwaraeliya 
arrested without any charges 

Two activists of the JVP who had been distributing leaflets at Nuwaraeliya town to 

educate the people regarding the proposed 18th amendment to the constitution have 

been arrested by Nuwaraeliya Police. The two arrested are a candidate of the JVP for 

Pradeshiya Sabha and an activist in the area. 
http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6619:jvp-activists-
distributing-leaflets-at-nuwaraeliya-arrested-without-any-charges&catid=35:local&Itemid=62  
 

4. 08 Sep 2010  - Tiger ( journalist) remanded 
The Court has remanded an alleged LTTE Journalist who was detained and questioned 

by the CID on the charges that he spread slanderous news against the government 

and the security forces.The CID said the suspect, Kalimuttu Sharmila, was a  

broadcaster of National Tamil Net  TV which is alleged to be the official TV Channel of 

the LTTE Movement. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/index.php/news/6424-tiger-remanded.html  
 

5. 10 Sep 2010 -  Printing press sealed, printer and workers detained 
NfR expressed its serious concern that a printing press has been sealed, the printer 

and eight other printing workers have been detained and the printer’s family was 

taken hostage by the police under the emergency regulations for printing a political 

poster. One of  the two  posters  depicts President Rajapaksha as Hitler. The other 

poster depicts Rajapaksha family  holding onto various government institutions. 
http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2010/09/10/printers-wife-and-two-brothers-taken-hostage-
printing-press-sealed-printer-and-workers-detained/  
 

6. 23 Sep 2010 - Colombo Crime Division arrests press owner in Jaffna 
A special team of Colombo Crime Division arrested the owner of Churapi Achchakam 

(printing press), C. Kuruthev, in Jaffna Tuesday and took him to Colombo for inquiry, 

sources in Jaffna said. Kuruthev’s brother, the General Manager of the Tamil daily 
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Namathu Eezhanaadu, C. Sivamaharajah, had been assassinated at his house in 

Thellippazhai in August 2006. 
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=32674  
 

7. 12 Aug 2010 - Galle police arrest  media personal for covering police 
attack  

After attacking the agitation carried out by the DNA in Galle the police took into 

custody the journalists who videoed and photographed the police attack and their 

equipment says our reporter in Galle. (He was released later) 
http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6402:police-hunt-for-
journalists-after-attacking-agitation-in-galle&catid=35:local&Itemid=62  

. 

8. 12 Aug 2010 - Leaders of DNA including MP Vijithe Herath arrested for 
participating in a protest 

The General Secretary of the DNA Member of Parliament Vijithe Herath, Member of 

Parliament Ajith Kumara and the JVP Member of the Southern PC Nalin Hewage have 

been arrested by police immediately after the agitation the DNA held in Galle today. 
http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6400:leaders-of-dna-
including-vijithe-herath-arrested-&catid=34:lead-news&Itemid=50  

 

 
Assaults: 
 

9. 19 Sep 2010 - Minister’s men attack editor’s house in Kaaththaankudi 
The editor of ‘Uraikal’, a weekly paper published in Kaththaankudi in Eastern 

Province, said that a gang of men of Sri Lanka minister M. L. A. M. Hisbulla have for 

the second time attacked his house in Kaaththaankudi on 13 September, in a 

complaint made to Kaaththaankudi police.  
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=32647   
 
10. 20 Aug  2010  -  Neth journalist who revealed an illegal racket attacked 
Journalist Mahasen Rupasinghe attached to Neth FM has been attacked after he 

exposed on radio an illegal coconut husk charcoal manufacturing operation that was 

being carried out in the Weliweriya, posing a great problem to residents in the area. 
http://thenewsmaster.blogspot.com/2010/08/radio-journalist-who-revealed-illegal.html  
 

11. 01 Aug  2010 - Siyatha slams Police, Fire Brigade - Attack on TV/Radio 
station by armed gang 

The Police and the Fire Brigade did not respond on time when Siyatha TV was 

attacked, its owning company Voice of Asia Network Chairman Roshantha 

Kariyapperuma said yesterday. He told the Sunday Times he had lodged a strong 

protest with President Mahinda Rajapaksa about the delay. 
http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2010/08/01/siyatha-slams-police-fire-brigade/  
  

 
Threats: 

 

12. 12 Sep 2010 - Minister threatened to hang journalists 
The Editors’ Guild of Sri Lanka unreservedly condemned the statement made recently 

by reinstated Deputy Minister Mervyn Silva who reportedly stated at a function held 

in Kelaniya on Thursday 9th September that ‘journalists should not write in a way 

which would ultimately force them to be hanged.’The Guild would normally dismiss 

these comments as those of a political maverick, but his history of violent abuse of 
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media institutions and personnel which have been followed by damage to property 

and physical harm to individuals is reason for concern. 
http://www.lakbimanews.lk/news/laknew6.htm  
 

13. 30 Aug 2010  -  Opposition MP threatened talk show presenter 
The UNP Ratnapura district M P Ranjan Ramanayake who participated in the Derana 

360 TV show whose convener was Dilka Samanmali had threatened her father 

menacingly over the phone yesterday night (29) that he would put an end to 

Samanmali’s media life. 
http://www.lankaenews.com/English/news.php?id=9931  
 

14. 25 Aug  2010 - SC (warns and) Discharges Lanka Editor 
The Supreme Court today (25) warned and discharged the Editor of the Lanka Irida 

newspaper, Chandana Sirimalwatte from the alleged contempt of court charges and 

ordered him to publish a correction on a news item which appeared in the newspaper 

in June this year http://www.thesundayleader.lk/2010/08/25/sc-discharges-lanka-editor/  
  
 

15. 14 Aug   2010 - Minister Mervyn says he will teach a lesson to Sirasa 
 Speaking at a public meeting Minister Mervyn Silva said that "I am going to  teach a 

 lesson  to Sirasa, maharaja is a paraya, whatever he says I don’t mind, but 

 Swarnawahini also gave 20 minutes  
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ZAEta1Qt04&feature=player_embedded  

 
 
Censorships: 
 

 
16.  01 Sep 2010 - SL media curbed to publish news on military 

appointments, transfers 
Sri Lanka’s Defense Ministry with immediate effect banned publishing news of all 

transfers and appointments of the military officers of the three armed forces, Sri 

Lanka Army (SLA), Sri Lanka Navy (SLN) and Sri Lanka Air Force (SLAF). Media 

institutions have been asked to report on such transfers and appointments only with 

the approval of the Media Centre for National Security. 
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=32524  
 

17. 04 Sep 2010 - With 18 Amendment to constitution private media can 
be controlled  

In the event the proposed 18th amendment to the Constitution  comes through, the 

Election Commission, whose members are the nominees of the President, will be in a 

position to control even the private media during election time, says Srinath Perera, 

President’s Counsel. 
http://www.newsfirst.lk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13026:with-new-amendment-
ec-can-control-even-private-media-during-poll-time&catid=1:latest-news&Itemid=18  
 

18. 05 Sep 2010- Seminar On Amendments Blocked 
Authorities of the Colombo University have today (6) canceled a seminar organized 

by the university students on the proposed constitutional amendments.The seminar 

was scheduled to be held today at the university premises at 2 p.m. and JVP MP and 

politburo member Anura Kumara Dissanayake was to be the main speaker at the 

seminar. 
http://www.thesundayleader.lk/2010/09/06/seminar-on-amendments-blocked/  
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19. 15 Sep 2010 - CUSTOMS DETAINS ‘THE ECONOMIST’ AGAIN! 
‘The Economist’ magazine has been held back at the Customs, says its distributor in 

Sri Lanka.Vijitha Yapa, the local distributor for the magazine, said that no specific 

reason had been provided for the Custom’s action.“This is the second time ‘The 

Economist’ magazine was held back by the Customs Department,” said Yapa. 
http://www.newsfirst.lk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=13227:customs-detains-the-
economist-again&catid=1:latest-news&Itemid=18  
 

20. 14 Sep 2010 - Government obstructs JVP farmers’ summit at Dambulla 
The government has taken measures to sabotage the seminar under the theme 

“Farming being dragged to the chopping – block” organized by All Ceylon Farmers 

Federation of the JVP that was to be held at Dambulla today states the Media Unit of 

the JVP. 
http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6724:government-obstructs-
jvp-farmers-summit-at-dambulla-&catid=35:local&Itemid=62  
 

21. 15 Sep 2010 - Colombo refuses visa to NGO official 
The Sri Lankan Government has ordered Daniel Horgan, security coordination officer 

of Nonviolent Peaceforce, a foreign NGO, to leave Sri Lanka immediately, the Sinhala 

language Divaina newspaper said in an article. The order was made when Horgan 

sent in his papers seeking renewal of his visa to continue his work in Sri Lanka, 
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=32623  
 

22. 18 Sep 2010 - BBC banned 
Tamil civilians in Kilinochchi (July 2010) during a visit by President Rajapaksa The 

public hearings are due to hear from Tamil civilians displaced by the civil war.The 

BBC has been blocked from covering public hearings about Sri Lanka’s civil war in 

former rebel-held territory.For three days, civilians will have the chance to give 

evidence on life under the Tamil Tigers or LTTE. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-11349494  
 

23. 29 Sep 2010- Sri Lanka MP interrogated over ‘dictator’ posters 
The main opposition Sri Lankan United National Party (UNP) has accused the 

authorities of undermining democracy by intimidating parliamentarians.Mr 

Samaraweera has admitted responsibility for printing a poster depicting the president 

as a dictator. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-11425865    
 

24. 29 Sep  2010 - A new broadcasting development authority by GOSL 
A new Sri Lanka Broadcasting Development Authority will be introduced soon to 

streamline telecasting and broadcasting activities, Secretary to the Ministry of Mass 

Media and Information, W.B. Ganegala told the Observer on 26 September.  
http://www.sundayobserver.lk/2010/09/26/oostory.asp?sid=20100929_08&imid=newbroadcasting.jpg&dt
=[September%2029%202010]  
 

25. 28 Aug 2010  - Ravaya journalist sacked 
The Ravaya newspaper editor has decided to terminate the employment of journalist 

Ranjith Gunawardena with immediate effect after finding out the newspaper’s 

headline story last week written by him quoting JHU National Organizer and 

Spokesperson, Nishantha Sri Warnasighe on KP was false. 
http://www.lankanewsweb.com/news/EN_2010_08_28_005.html  

 

26. 26 Aug 2010  - Sri Lanka blocks over 100 porn website 
Sri Lanka has blocked over 100 porn websites that allegedly feature local men and 

women, the government said Thursday, in its biggest yet Internet censorship move. 
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http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20100826/wl_sthasia_afp/srilankatelecominternetpornographycensorship  
 

27. 23 Aug 2010  - Economist seized in Colombo 
Sri Lanka authorities have detained the latest edition of The Economist magazine, its 

distributor in Colombo said.The magazine has carried an article on Sri Lanka’s 

recovery after the decades of war titled “Rebuilding, but at a cost.” 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sinhala/news/story/2010/08/100822_economist_ban.shtml  
 

28. 23 Aug 2010 - TNA MPs face court cases for participating in a rally 
TNA Batticaloa District parliamentarian D. Yogeswaran told a group of journalists on 

the 7th that the government has forcible taken away two Hindu kovils in Trincomalee 

and that the Army had taken charge of one kovil in Batticaloa. 
http://www.lankanewsweb.com/news/EN_2010_07_11_001.html  

 
29. 23 Aug  2010 -NGOs to be removed 
The government is prepared to order NGO’s who are linked with funding the LTTE, to 

shut down and have their officials deported, Prime Minister D. M. Jayaratna told Daily 

Mirror online. Prime Minister Jayaratna said that the government has identified NGOs 

who have provided finance, fire arms and advice to the LTTE and have taken 

measures to cancel their licenses. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/index.php/news/6010-ngos-to-be-removed.html     
 

30. 10 Aug 2010 - Borella Police obstruct those pasting Prageeth’s posters 
Officers from the Borella Police have threatened and chased away several persons 

who were pasting posters about the seminar and sathyagraha planned for the 10th to 

mark the 200th day since senior journalist Prageeth Eknaligoda went missing. They 

had been chased away while pasting posters at the Borella junction. 
http://www.lankanewsweb.com/news/EN_2010_08_10_002.html  
 

31. 08 Aug  2010 -Broadcasting Development Authority Bill by GOSL 
Sri Lanka’s Mass Media and Information Ministry intends to bring in legislation for 

broadcast media, government officials said last week. The ministry has initiated 

drafting a bill seeking to create a development authority for the sector.  
http://sundaytimes.lk/100808/News/nws_16.html   
 
 

32. 05 Aug 2010 - Sri Lanka’s 1.6m Web user freedom threatened: Are we 
to just go offline? 

The post-war outlook of internet freedom in Sri Lanka is ‘not bright.’ In addition, Sri 

Lanka needs to take immediate steps to legislate for ‘broad privacy protection.’ 
http://muslimguardian.com/   

 
Exiled:  

 
33.  17 Aug 2010`-  Media executive leaves the country  
Director General of private TV station left the country because of continuing threats 

him reported a web site. 

 
Releases: 
 

34.  02 Sep 2010 - NfR condemns proposed 18th amendment to the 
constitution 

NfR, the Exile Network for Media and Human Rights in Sri Lanka joins democratic 

forces in Sri Lanka in opposing the proposed 18th amendment to the constitution of 
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Sri Lanka.  Condemning  this amendment as the final step in establishing a 

constitutional dictatorship in Sri Lanka NfR urge  international democratic forces to 

voice their opposition in strongest terms in solidarity with democratic aspirations of 

the Sri Lankan people. 
http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2010/09/02/nfr-condemns-proposed-18th-amendment-to-the-
constitution/  
 

35. 07 Sep 2010 - Threats Against Exiled Journalist’s Family in Sri Lanka 
Must Cease - IFJ 

The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) is outraged at continuing threats 

against the wife of journalist Gamini Pushpakumara, in exile from Sri Lanka since 

April after being dismissed as a producer with the state-owned Sri Lanka Rupavahini 

Corporation (SLRC) in January. 
http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2010/09/07/threats-against-exiled-journalists-family-in-sri-
lanka-must-cease/  
 

36. 10 Sep 2010 - The Free Media Movement condemns the arrest of the 
printer, and the owner and workers at Sarala Graphics, Nugegoda 

The Free Media Movement considers the arrests of Jayampathi Bulathsinhala: printer, 

and the owner and workers at Sarala Graphics, Nugegoda to be a gross violation of 

the rights of freedom of opinion and expression, as well as of the right to peaceful 

protest and of engaging in a lawful profession. 
http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2010/09/10/the-free-media-movement-condemns-the-arrest-
of-the-printer-and-the-owner-and-workers-at-sarala-graphics-nugegoda/  
 

37. 13 Sep 2010- IFJ Condemns Arrest of Printing Staff in Sri Lanka 
The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) is outraged at the arrest of the 

owner and staff of a print-shop in Sri Lanka on the eve of an important constitutional 

amendment debate in the national parliament. 
http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2010/09/13/ifj-condemns-arrest-of-printing-staff-in-sri-lanka/  
 

38. 23 Aug  2010 - NfR express its concern on continued intimidation of 
Sirasa TV network 

Networking for Rights wishes to express serious concern at the continued harassment 

and intimidation of the non-state TV network MTV/MBC, popularly known as Sirara, 

by various representatives of the government. 
http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2010/08/23/nfr-express-its-concern-on-continued-intimidation-
of-sirasa-tv-network/  
 

 
Protests: 
 

39.  10 Aug 2010 - Vigil in Colombo for Prageeth 
There has been a silent demonstration in the centre of the Sri Lankan capital, 

Colombo, to mark one of this year’s most notorious cases of human rights abuse: the 

disappearance of a journalist, Prageeth Eknaligoda. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sinhala/news/story/2010/08/100810_prageeth_vigil.shtml  
 

40. 10 Aug 2010 - 200th day of disappearance of Prageeth Eknaligoda 
Large  crowd of media personnel, human rights activists, politicians gathered today 

to mark the 200 day of disappearance of Prageeth Eknaligoda.  They held a 

sathyagrahaya and public meeting. please see photographs of the campaign. 
http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2010/08/10/200th-day-of-disappearance-of-prageeth-
eknaligoda/  
 

 



mediafreedominsrilanka Monthly report  No 8/9, period covered Aug/Sep 2010 

Compiled by a group of journalists working voluntarily. 
mediafreedominsrilanka@gmail.com  

7 

Notable developments: 
 

41.  06 Sep 2010 - Tissanayagam FR withdrawn 
Senior Journalist J.S. Tissainayagam’s counsel today moved to withdraw the 

Fundamental Rights (FR) application filed by his client as he had received a 

presidential pardon. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/index.php/news/6370-fr-withdrawn.html  
 

42.  06 Sep 2010 -  Journalist (Ruvan Weerakoon) bail to be 
discharged 

 Journalist Ruwan Weerakoon, who is on bail will be discharged and the 

 connected papers sent within a fortnight, Senior State Counsel Riyaz Hamsa  told 

 the Supreme Court when his fundamental rights petition was taken up  for hearing on 

 Friday. 

 http://www.dailymirror.lk/print/index.php/news/news/20881.html  

 
43. 14 Sep 2010 - UK ‘concerned’ over curtails on media 
Alistair Burt, Minister for the Middle East and South Asia in the Coalition government, 

told the Westminster parliament that the government was aware of the ground 

situation in Sri Lanka.“Human rights issues, particularly freedom of expression, 

concerns of the media have been raised,” he said answering an oral question by an 

opposition MP. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sinhala/news/story/2010/09/100914_uk_parliament.shtml  
 

44. 23 Sep 2010 - Fonseka ordered killing of Lasantha, -  Minister 
Deputy Highways Minister Mervyn Silva yesterday told Parliament that he has 

evidence to prove that former Army Commander Sarath Fonseka ordered the 

assassination of the then Sunday Leader Editor Lasantha Wickrematunga. 
http://www.island.lk/index.php?page_cat=article-details&page=article-details&code_title=7378      
 

45. 30 Aug 2010  - Activist ( Poddala Jayantha)seeks international probe 
A journalist union leader who was abducted and tortured by yet unidentified group 

says he will seek international justice as authorities in Sri Lanka have failed to bring 

the culprits to books.Poddala Jayantha was one of the remaining journalist leaders in 

Sri Lanka when he was abducted, beaten and alter thrown away from a vehicle on 01 

June 2010. http://www.bbc.co.uk/sinhala/news/story/2010/08/100830_poddala_attack.shtml  
 

46. 29  Aug 2010  -  Human Rights Defenders Programme Visa Cancelled 
Sri Lanka’s Chief of Immigration has terminated the visa given to Ms. Elizabeth 

Ogaya who is the Project Co-ordinator of the Human Rights Defenders Protection 

Programme (HRDPP). Ms. Ogaya, the Kenyan born HR professional is attached to the 

US-based Non Violence Peace Force (NVPF) in Colombo and was given until the 30th 

of August to prepare to leave the country. Ms. Ogaya becomes the fourth foreign 

national to have their visa terminated by the Immigration department from the NVPF 

organization.  
http://www.thesundayleader.lk/2010/08/29/human-rights-defenders-programme-visa-cancelled/  
 

47. 22 Aug  2010 - Army Intelligence Officer Cries Foul; Lasantha Murder – 
Defence Secretary A Respondent  

A former army intelligence officer Friday filed a Fundamental Rights application citing 

Defence Secretary Gotabaya Rajapaksa as a respondent for ordering his detention in 

connection with the murder of Lasantha Wickrematunge – Editor-in-Chief of The 

Sunday Leader. 
http://www.thesundayleader.lk/2010/08/22/army-intelligence-officer-cries-foul/  
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48.  21 Aug 2010  - Opposition to introduce bill to protect journalists rights 
Opposition Leader Ranil Wickremesinghe has declared that legislation will be brought 

to parliament shortly which will ensure that the rights of all journalists in Sri Lanka 

are safeguarded. According to Dinamina, a state run newspaper, Wickremesinghe will 

put forward the bill as a private member’s motion. 
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=32462  
 
the end  
 

 

 
 

 


