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MEDIAFREEDOMINSRILANKA  
Freedom of Expression news from Sri Lanka 

Monthly report No 08; period covered Aug. 2009 

 

1. 03rd Aug 2009  - Case against www.lanaenews.com  editors taken up 

2. 03rd Aug 2009 - Media ban on covering local elections 

3. 03rd Aug 2009 - Lake House suspended 9 media workers 

4. 05th Aug 2009 - State media misused  

5. 06th Aug 2009  - Details of journalists killed in Vanni battle fields  

6. 07th Aug 2009 - Political activists threatened  

7. 09th Aug 2009  - Two journalists not allowed entering Canada 

8. 09th Aug 2009  - Shantha Fernando further remanded  

9. 12th Aug 2009  - Poddala Jayantha rejected State media allegations 

10. 12th Aug 2009 - Student leader arrested for putting up posters released 

11. 14th Aug 2009  - Irida Lanka staff arrested & released 

12. 17th Aug 2009   - Media silent on floods in IDP camps 

13. 19th Aug 2009  - SAL & Police ban public rally  

14. 19th Aug 2009 -132 M collected as tax form TV 

15. 20th Aug 2009 - HR activist /academic P. Saravanamuttu threatened  

16. August   2009 -Three journalists left for political asylum 

17. 27thAug 2009 - Journalist abducted (later released)  

18. 31st Aug 2009 - New tax for performance art  

19. 31st Aug 2009 - Tissainayagam sentenced  
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1. 03rd  Aug  2009 -  Case against www.lanaenews.com  editors taken up 

 

The case filed by the Mirihana police against the chief editor Sandaruwan Senadeera 

and news editor Benet Rupasinghe of www.lankaenews.com over the abduction ad 

assault of journalist Poddala Jayantha was taken up at the Gangodawila court on 2nd 

Aug 2009.  they wew arrested following the abduction. The reason for the arrest is 

Rupasinghe who got the information about the abduction taking action to inform 

about it to the authorities and the family of the victim. Later, Poddala Jayantha 

appealed from the hospital bed not to put the fellow journalist under pressure for an 

incident they are no linked to in anyway. -  

 

 

2. 03rd Aug 2009-  Media ban on covering local elections 

 

Sri Lanka government’s decided 3rd August not to allow journalists into the northern 

cities of Vavuniya and Jaffna to cover the first local elections to be held since the 

defeat of the Tamil Tiger rebels earlier this year. Vavuniya and Jaffna, the cities were 

local elections were held on 8 August.  No one is now allowed into the cities without 

permission from the defence ministry. Lakshman Hulugalle, the head of the 

government’s security information centre, said journalists would not be able to visit 

the two cities and would have to rely on the information provided by the government. 

- http://www.ifex.org/sri_lanka/2009/08/07/media_banned/ 

 

 

3. 3rd Aug 2009-  Lake House suspended 9 media workers 

 

State controlled print media institution Lake House (ANCL) suspended 9 media 

workers on the ground that they participated in a strike against privatisation of news 

paper distribution. 
- http://www.lankanewsweb.com/Sinhala/news/2009_08_03_006.html 

 

 

4. 05th Aug 2009-  State Media misused  

 

JVP General Secretary Tilvin Silva  wrote  to Elections Commissioner Dayananda 

Dissanayake calling for his immediate intervention to stop the state-run media from 

manipulating media reports to the government’s advantage. In a letter to 

Dissanayake, Silva has said that a recent statement he made at Mahiyangana had 

been presented in a way to give undue advantage to the government. 

- http://www.island.lk/2009/08/05/news35.html 

 

5. 06th Aug 2009 -   Details of journalists killed in Vanni battle fields  

 

TamilNet recently compiled details on Tamil journalists and media workers confirmed 

killed during the height of war in Vanni, between March and May. 

Maheswaran from Jaffna: 

Maheswaran, who was Mullaiththeevu district in-charge for Eezhanaatham daily, the 

only newspaper that was coming from the LTTE controlled Vanni, was killed on 06 

March while travelling on Maaththa’lan – Valaignarmadam Road. Antonykumar of 

Paranthan, Ki’linochchi: 

Antonykumar was killed on 14 May 2009 at Mu’l'li-vaaykkaal in an RPG attack by the 
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SLA. He was storekeeper for Eezhanaatham. He also worked as an assistant to 

reporters and occasionally as a reporter by himself. 

Rooban, 27: 

Mr. Rooban also died on 14 May 2009 in SLA attack on civilians. Rooban was working 

as a computer operator in Eezhanaatham.  

Sasimathan from Mu’l'liya-va’lai 

Sasimathan, Eezhanatham’s distributor for Mullaiththeevu district, was killed in SLA 

artillery attack on civilians at Ira’naip-paalai.  

Densey, 25, from Kanakapuram, Ki’linochchi 

Densey and her husband were killed in SLA artillery attack at Pokka’nai while they 

were at home.. She worked with full commitment at Eezhanaatham. 

 Anton, 36 

Anton, father of two children, was killed in SLA artillery attack while on media work 

and riding a motorbike at Ira’naip-paalai area.  

- http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=29942 

 

6. 07th Aug 2009-  Political activist threatened  

 

Political activist and leader of Nawa Hela Urumaya group Sarath Manamendra was 

threatened with death for speaking against the policies of the present government. 

An unidentified gang who arrived in a white wan had warned him if he continued with 

his criticisms he will have to face the same fate befall on Lasantha Wikrematunge.  
- http://www.lankaenews.com/Sinhala/news.php?id=9913 

 

7. 9th Aug 2009 - Two journalist not allowed to enter Canada 

 

Two journalists attached to the Divaina newspaper, Hemantha Randunu and Nilantha 

Madurawala, who travelled to Canada to cover a media assignment, was turned back 

from the Toronto Airport. 

- http://www.lankanewsweb.com/news/EN_2009_08_09_004.html 

 

8. 9th Aug 2009 - Shantha Fernando further remanded  

 

Shantha Fernando, the Executive Secretary of Justice and Peace Commission of the 

National Christian Council who was  further remanded till 19th Aug 2009 over 

submissions made by TID.  The TID officer moved to remand the suspect as the 

investigations were still not concluded. The State Counsel who appeared for the 

Attorney General informed the Magistrate that the suspect had made a voluntary 

confession to the TID over his involvements in the alleged crimes and that the TID 

would indict the suspect on conclusion of the investigations. 

 

9. 12th Aug 2009 - Poddala Jayantha rejected State media allegations 

Journalist Poddala Jayantha  who was assaulted and still being treated  denied state 

media reports that investigations into the assault are being halted as he has failed to 

appear before a special commission.In a report published on 12th Tuesday, Dinamina 

newspaper says that Poddala Jayantha has failed to appear before the presidential 

commission despite repeated requests to do so. In a letter sent to the Commission on 

the same day, Poddala Jayantha said that he was yet to receive any notice to appear 

before the Commission. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sinhala/news/story/2009/08/090811_dinamina_poddala.shtml 
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10. 12th Aug 2009-  Student leader arrested for putting up posters  released 

Colombo Magistrates Court released the convener of Inter University Students’ 

Federation (IUSF) Udul Premaratne and President of Students Union of Arts Faculty of 

the University of the Visual & Performing Arts Gihan Seneviratne who had been 

arrested by police while putting up posters against the crises in the  educational 

sector. The Cinnamon Gardens Police that arrested them brought them before Court 

charging them under ‘acting against the reign of the king’ that comes under clauses 

118, 120 and 138 of the penal code.  - 

http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3021:u

dul-accused-of-acting-against-king-released-on-bail-police-
reprimanded&catid=35:local&Itemid=50 

 

11. 14th Aug 2009 - Irida Lanka staff arrested  & released 

Two staff members of  ‘Lanka Irida Sangrahaya,’ the Sinhalese Week end newspaper 

were arrested by Grandpass Police last night while putting up posters advertising the 

newspaper. The two staff members of the newspaper were arrested when posters 

containing headlines of two articles containing in the issue of this weekend were 

being put up. When the lawyers of ‘Lanka Irida Sangrahaya’ visited Grandpass Police 

this morning and proved that the posters contained headlines of the newspaper to be 

issued today the two staff members were released. 

http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3039:t
he-police-on-the-move-lanka-staff-arrested&catid=34:lead-news&Itemid=50 

 

12. 17th Aug 2009  -  Media silent  on floods in IDP camps 

 

www.groundviews.org   reported that mainstream media has been silent on under 

reported the floods that created havoc in IDP camps in Vavunia, where nearly 

300,000 Northern Tamils are being held against their will. Commenting on SMS alerts 

services it said "SMS news services update cricket scores minutes after a vital catch, 

decisive over or match-winning stroke. 48 hours after the devastating floods, 

Groundviews has not received even a cursory report of the flooding in Menik Camp 

via any of the SMS news services it is subscribed to, including JNW and Daily Mirror.'' 

http://www.groundviews.org/2009/08/16/update-on-menik-camp-flooding-more-

images-and-reports-from-the-ground/#more-1484 

 

13. 19th Aug 2009 - SAL & Police ban public rally  

Sri Lanka Army and Police Wednesday banned the demonstration and rally organized 

by the Consortium of Humanitarian Agencies (CHA) in Mannaar demanding the 

immediate resettlement of internally displaced families detained in camps in 

Vavuniyaa, lifting all restrictions on travelling and entering hospitals in Vavuniyaa and 

Mannaar and to find a political solution for the conflict and the removal of restriction 

on fishing and farming. Security establishment said state intelligence unit had 

informed that the rally was an anti-government move, according to pamphlets issued 
by the organizers. http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=30039 
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14. 19th Aug 2009- 132 M. collected as tax form TV 

The government had earned more than 132 million rupees between January and 

September 2008 from taxes imposed on television companies importing foreign films 

and tele dramas, Parliament was told. Minister Gunawardena told parliament that 

from July 2006 to December 2008, the government had collected taxes amounting to 

over Rs. 380 M from television stations for imported TV films. 

(http://www.island.lk/2009/08/19/news23.html)  When taxes were imposed all 

privately owned TV stations protested on the ground it was too high. Because of the 

tax TV stations which do not get government advertisements are facing difficult 
situation.  

15. 20th Aug 2009-  HR activist /academic P. Saravanamuttu threatened  

The Executive Director of the Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA), Dr. Paikiasothy 

Saravanamuttu this morning received an anonymous death threat written in English, 

posted to his residence. According to the contents of the letter, Dr. Saravanamuttu 

WILL (emphasis in original) be killed because Sri Lanka stands to be deprived of the 

European Union’s GSP Plus benefits in October, with resultant job losses, due to 

information supplied by Dr. Saravanamuttu to Ms. Benita Ferrero-Waldner, the EU’s 

Commissioner for External Relations. A scanned copy of both the letter and the post-
marked envelope have been uploaded to CPA website – http://www.cpalanka.org  

16. 27th Aug 2009-  Journalist abducted ( later released) 

 

Cartoonist and writer Prageeth Eknaligoda was abducted by unidentified group on 

mid night 27th Aug 2009. He was handcuffed, blindfolded and taken to a unknown 

destination. He was kept their over night and released around 10.30 next mornings. 

Journalist Prageeth has been a strong critic of Sinhala chauvinism and dictatorial 

tendencies of present regime. 

- http://jdsrilanka.blogspot.com/2009/08/another-media-personality-abducted-

and.html 

 

 

17. 31st Aug 2009-  New Tax for performance arts  

 

The Public Performance Board has decided to charge a fee when issuing licenses to 

exhibit films and teledramas: 

The fees to be charged are as follows: Foreign film – Rs.15,000; Local film – 

Rs.5000; Dramas (more than 30 minutes) – Rs.1000; Short dramas – Rs.500; 

Outdoor shows – Rs.1000; Indoor performances – Rs.2000 Musical shows – 

Rs.25,000; Advertisements – Rs.500 
- http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article... 

 

 

18. 31st Aug 2009-  Journalist Tissainayagam sentenced to 20 years of hard 

labour  

 

Sri Lanka High court no. 01 sentenced journalists J. Tissainayagam for 20 years of 

hard labour under draconian anti terrorist law, Prevention of Terrorism Act. ( PTA) 

Tissainayagam’s sentence is based on a ‘confession’ that he has refuted and two 
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articles written and published by him in 2006. The judgment also states that the two 

articles written by Tissainayagam that are the subject of this investigation contain 

material that causes ‘communal disharmony’, and this too is considered a basis for 

his sentence.  

- http://jdsrilanka.blogspot.com/2009/08/tissainayagam-sentenced-to-20-years.html 

 

 

19. August 2009 -  Three journalists left for political asylum 

 

Two Sinhala and one Tamil journalist left Sri Lanka for Europe for security reasons in 

July and early August. One of the Sinhala journalists was a senior news editor of a 

news paper group under continuous attack by the government. Other Sinhala 

journalist was a feature writer, who has articulated critical Tamil opinion in his 

features. Tamil Journalist left he country worked for a foreign Radio services form 

Colombo. 

 

 


