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Disappearance of www.lankaenews.com journalist Mr. Prageeth 

Eknaligoda:  

On 24th January 2010 www.lankaenews.com journalist Mr. Prageeth Eknaligoda, a father of 

two children went mission. On 29th Minister Susil Premjayanth had told media that the 

government has reliable information that this was not a abduction but a staged act. So far 

minster or the government has not produced any evidence to prove the story. Eknaligoda 

has serious diabetic condition from age 15, takes two insulin injections daily and also 

medication after open heart, bypass surgery. All attempts to trace him by loved ones have 

failed so far. Family and friends had been intimidated when making police complains. Fellow 

journalists fear that Eknaligoda’s disappearance is linked to his article. 

Prageeth’s family and friends faced difficulties in lodging complaints to the Police, who had 

intimidated the complainants. On 2nd February, when the family tried to complain to the 

Human Rights Commission head office, the Investigating Officer was reluctant to accept the 

complaint, but said that they will record the complaint and check whether he is being 

detained anywhere, but that they will not conduct an inquiry. This was after arguments by 

the family and lawyer who accompanied them.  

 

On 10th February 2010 the minister of media Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena has stated during 

a press conference held at the media ministry that as the investigations are being conducted 

on the disappearance of Mr. Prageeth Eknaligoda some information about Mr. Prageeth 

Eknaligoda will be found within the next week. 

 

On 13th  February 2010 Dimamaina a Sinhala paper published by a State media organization 

has published an article on the whereabouts of Mr. Prageeth Eknaligoda, but an investigation 

on this hasn’t been conducted. The editor of the paper too is avoiding giving information 

regarding this. 

 

On 15th February 2010, the second day of the inquiry at the Human rights commission 

regarding the disappearance of Prageeth Eknaligoda C.I Janaka of the Mirihan Police has 

stated that as they are conducting the investigation they cannot provide information to the 

Human Rights Commission. 

  

The minister of media Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena has stated on 16th February 2010 that 

Mr. Prageeth Eknaligoda is in hiding. 

 

On 5th March 2010 the police media spokesman Superintendent of Police Priyantha Jayakody 

has stated that there is no improvement on the investigations which are being conducted on 

the disappearance of Mr. Prageeth Eknaligoda. 

All attempts to trace Prageeth has failed. His wife and eldest son has been to places, 

including authorities, HR NGOs and media  campaigning for his release. On 8th May 

Paageeth's cattons exhibition  was held in Colombo  under the theme of " CAVE ARTS OF 

21ST CENTURY" .  

Prageeth's wife Sandaya  had a part time work with an insurance company now as she is 

fulltime working to find him she has not been able to do her job. Their two sons need 

support for their schooling.  Two applications are attached separately.  

For an interview with Sandaya please see 

 http://jdsrilanka.blogspot.com/2010/05/prageeths-only-crime-was-to-tell-truth.html 
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Disappearance of journalist / cartoonist Prageeth Ekneligoda on 24th 
January 2010 
(Prepared 8th Sept. 2010) 

 

Significant developments / statements by authorities  

 

25th January 2010 

The Homagama Police station has rejected taking the complaint about the Disappearance of          

Prageeth Ekneligoda (Reported in the Ravaya News paper of 31st January 2010 and Lankadeepa 

newspaper of 26th January 2010) 

 

29th January 2010  

Minister Susil Premjayanth had told media at a media conference that the government has 

reliable information that this was not abduction but a staged act. So far the minster or the 

government has not produced any evidence to prove his statement. 

 

30th January 2010  

As both the Homagama and Koswatte police stations have been lethargic in carrying out the 

investigations regarding Mr. Prageeth Eknligoda’s disappearance, his wife, Mrs. Ekneligoda had 

gone to the Senior Superintendent of police (SSP) of the Mirihana Police Station Deshabandu 

Thennakoon and had made a complaint on the disappearance. The SSP had assigned the Chief 

Police Inspector Janaka who is working under him to work on this matter. 

 

9th February 2010  

Mrs. Sandya Ekneligoda went and met the Malwathu Mahanayaka Thera to talk about the 

disappearance of Mr. Ekneligoda. 

 

10th February 2010  

The Minister of Media Mr Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena has stated during a press conference 

held at the Media ministry that as the investigations are being conducted on the disappearance 

of Mr. Prageeth Ekneligoda some information about Mr. Prageeth Ekneligoda would be found 

within the following week. (Reported in the Lakbima News paper of 11th February 2010, pg 8) 

 

12th of February 2010 

Second day of the inquiry at the Human Rights Commission. On this day the respondent Officer 

in Charge of the Homagama police station had attend  the inquiry and had stated that they were 

carrying out the inquiry based on two statements and also that they had obtained a Court order 

to get the details from the Phone Company regarding the calls made by and made to Mr. 

Prageeth Ekneligoda before he disappeared. The respondent had also stated that they would 

obtain another Court order to get further information from the phone company.  

 

13th February 2010  

Dinamina, a Sinhala paper published by a State media organization has published an article (on 

pg 01) on the whereabouts of Mr. Prageeth Ekneligoda, but an investigation on this hasn’t been 

conducted. The editor of the paper too had avoided giving information regarding this. 
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15th February 2010 

The third day of the inquiry at the Human Rights Commission regarding the disappearance of 

Prageeth Ekneligoda. Chief Inspector Janaka of the Mirihana Police had stated that they were 

conducting the investigation even though the complaint had been lodged at the Homagama 

police station under the advice of the OIC of the Mirihana police. He had further stated that 

because of the secrecy of this case they could not provide information to the Human Rights 

Commission regarding it. 

 

16th February 2010  

The Minister of media Mr Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena  stated that Mr. Prageeth Ekneligoda is 

in hiding. 

 

17th February 2010  

Mrs. Ekneligoda had gone and met the editor of the Rawaya news paper, Mr. Victor Ivan at the 

Rawaya office to talk about the disappearance of Mr. Ekneligoda. 

 

Mrs. Ekneligoda had written to the President asking for his assistance to find Mr. Prageeth 

Ekneligoda. 

 

19th February 2010  

Two Writ applications, Habeas Corpus (to present Mr. Prageeth Ekneligoda in  Court) and 

Mandamus (to order the police to conduct all the inquiries and investigations and report them to 

the Courts) was filed by S. Watagala, the lawyer for Mrs. Eknaligoda and the two children.   

 

25th February 2010 

Daily Mirror newspaper carried an article which stated that the Government Information 

Department Director Mr Anusha Palpita had written to Inspector General of Police Mr Mahinda 

Balasuriya to expedite investigations on Mr. Prageeth Ekneligoda. 

 

28th February 2010 

The Ravaya news paper has carried an article stating that the Police Spokesman Mr Prashantha 

Jayakodi had told the paper that so far no specific details had been uncovered through the 

investigations on the disappearance of Prageeth Ekeneligoda and also that they were not in a 

position to investigate the article published in the Dinamina paper which had mentioned the 

whereabouts of Prageeth Ekneligoda on 13th February 2010. This was because the name of the 

writer had not been mentioned.  

 

March 1st March 2010  

The Government news portal (News Line / www.priu.gov.lk) and the Sri Lankan Army website 

(www.army.lk) had published the interview Defence Ministry Secretary Mr Gotabhaya Rajapaksa 

had given to the Daily Mirror Hot Seat regarding the trial of former Chief of Defense Staff 

General Sarath Fonseka, the support of the international community in apprehending the 

remaining elements of the LTTE and his personal feelings on the actions of the General in the 

past months. In it, the Defense Secretary had stated as follows: “Ekneligoda, he himself 

disappeared (…) We don’t even know who this Ekneligoda is and what he had  done?” 

 

 

5th March 2010  
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The Police Media spokesman, Superintendent of Police Mr Priyantha Jayakody had stated that 

there was no progress on the investigations which were being conducted on the disappearance 

of Mr. Prageeth Ekneligoda. 

 

02nd April 2010 

An OIC at the Dematagoda Police Station had asked Mrs. Eknaligoda to consult an astrologer. A 

news article regarding this was carried in the Rawaya newspaper of 10th April 2010. 

 

4th April 2010 

The Rawaya newspaper published an article which stated that the Police spokesperson, 

Superintendent of Police Mr Prishantha Jayakody had stated that soon they would be able to 

make a statement regarding the disappeared journalist Prageeth Ekneligoda. 

 

17th May 2010 

The Court of Appeal had issued a notice on the respondents to appear in Court on the 21st of 

June 2010. 

 

4th May 2010 

Lanka E-news website reported that UNP MP Dayasiri Jayasekera had said in Parliament on the 

same day (4th May) that the Criminal Investigation Department had not followed up on the news 

item that appeared on the Dinamina newspaper of 13th February that Prageeth Ekneligoda had 

been at Inamaluwa in Dambulla. This news item also reported the MP as saying that according 

to his knowledge, a former LTTE leader in the East had abducted Prageeth and that according to 

information gathered by the CID on phone calls and the last person (s) Prageeth had spoken to, 

it appeared that Prageeth had been taken to a camp in the East. The MP had also said that he 

could give names and addresses of responsible persons if he was questioned.  

 

5th May 2010 

The Daily Mirror newspaper reported on page 4 that UNP MP Dayasiri Jayasekera had said in 

Parliament on 4th May 2010 that Prageeth Ekneligoda had been abducted and taken to 

Polonnaruwa by a Minister of the area.  

 

7th May 2010 

JVP MP Mr Sunil Handunetti made a detailed statement in Parliament regarding the 

disappearance of Prageeth Ekneligoda, calling for truthful and genuine investigation, pointing 

out several leads and evidence available. In response, Media Minister Mr Keheliya Rambukwela 

had expressed a commitment to extend his personal attention to this matter.  

 

 

8th May 2010 

Daily Mirror newspaper reported Media Minister Mr Keheliya Rambukwella saying that Prageeth 

Ekneligoda had used seven SIM cards, had made several suspicious phone calls and contacted a 

person in Valachchenai.  

 

 

9th May 2010 

Lakbima news reported a senior police official saying that an organized group had abducted 

Prageeth Ekneligoda on a contract given by certain individuals. It was also reported that the 

Colombo Crime Investigations Division had taken over the investigations, had begun operations 

to arrest the suspects responsible for the disappearance and that three special police teams 

were combing the Batticaloa and Polonnaruwa areas in a bid to find the abductors. The same 

news item also reported that a senior official at Police Headquarters had said that “orders from 

above had prevented the authorities from taking the suspects into custody. We were asked to 
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wait till elections were over. Now we have the freedom to carry out the investigations and the 

story will be out soon”.  

 

 23rd May 2010 

The Ravaya news paper had carried an article stating that the Police spokesman Mr Prashantha 

Jayakodi had told the paper that currently they were conducting the investigations relating to 

the disappearance of Prageeth Ekneligoda based on a phone call he had made to a person in 

Polonnaruwa. The police spokesman had further told the paper that he could not comment on 

the articles published in a daily paper in which the Media Minister had supposedly told that they 

had identified the suspects relating to the abduction. 

 

11th July 2010 

The Ravaya news paper had carried an article stating that the police spokesman Mr Prashantha 

Jayakodi had told the paper that so far no specific details had been gained through the 

investigations on the disappearance of Prageeth Ekeneligoda. 

 

15th July 2010 

Lanka E-news (Sinhala) reported that Media Minister Keheliya Rambukwella had asked at a 

media conference whether Prageeth Ekneligoda was a journalist. 

 

29th July 2010 

Lanka E-news (Sinhala) reported that Media Minister Keheliya Rambukwella had told a media 

conference that he didn’t have any tools to determine whether someone was a journalist. This 

was when he was questioned about Prageeth Ekneligoda’s disappearance. 

 

Special note:  

Letter dated 17.02.2010 sent to the President of Sri Lanka by Mrs. Sandya Ekneligoda. The only 

response received by the wife was a copy of a letter sent by the Deputy Secretary to the 

Secretary to the President of Sri Lanka, to the Inspector General of Police requesting him to do 

the needful.  
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ISSUES & CONCERNS PERTAINING TO DETAINEES AND SURRENDEES  
5th October 2010 
 

A. Legal status and framework for detainees: 

1. There is no clarity as to who and how many are 

- arrestees under PTA 

- arrestees under Emergency Regulations 

- surrendees  

2. There is no public information about legal basis for some of the detainees.  

3. There is no transparent classifications and distinctions between those alleged as ex-

combatants and others who were not in the frontlines (e.g. combatants, cooks, medics, 

barbers, admin staff etc.) 

4. More than sixteen months after the war, there is no clear indication about how many ex-

combatants would be charged, and under what laws, with different Government MPs 

saying different numbers at different times.1 

 

B. The number of those detained and places of detention:  

5. There is no publicly available information about the number of detainees in different 

detention centres, including those alleged ex combatants of LTTE who had surrendered to 

the Army during the last few months of war in 20092 

 

C. Rehabilitation of surrendees (ex LTTE personnel):  

6. There is a lack of transparency in relation to the rehabilitation process for suspected LTTE 

cadres, and the exact legal framework for those who are presently detained and being 

rehabilitated is not clear. There is also no available information regarding the process of 

rehabilitation of cadres of other militant groups such as TMVP and numbers involved 

presently or in the past in this process.  

7. The starting date of rehabilitation is not clear, such as whether it starts from the day that 

they were arrested or detained or the day that they were given rehabilitation order.  

                                                 
1 Minister Gunasekera pointed out in his interview to Sunday Observer of 1st August that about 1100 were “hardcore tigers”.  
However, the Divaina of 15th September reported the Minister as saying only about 700 could be charged. MP Rajiva 
Wijesinghe however quoted a different figure of 600 that will face charges of long term rehabilitation in IRIN news of 10th 
August 
2 In an interview with the Sunday Observer of 1st August 2010, Minister D. E. W. Gunasekera was quoted as saying there 7000 
ex combatants in custody out of an initial number of 12,000 at the end of the war. However, the Minister was quoted in the 
Divaina of 15th Sept. 2010 as saying 4000 out of 12,000 had been rehabilitated and released implying an number of 8000 that 
remained detained. On 10th August, Government MP Rajiva Wijesinghe was quoted by IRIN as saying 6900 continue to be 
detained out of an initial number of 11,000 LTTE fighters that were detained.  

 



 

 Compiled  by Sri Lanka Brief team, Geneva - Srilankabrief@gmail.com  8 

8. The type of rehabilitation provided is not clear, and several of those who have been 

released have reported that they were just detained and didn’t receive any rehabilitation. 

9. Those who have been released after rehabilitation have reported that their freedom of 

movement has been restricted.  

10. The clauses in Emergency Regulations on the role of the Competent Authority over the 

term or period of rehabilitation as well as mechanisms are not clear. The competent 

authority also appears to be the sole decision maker for extension of rehabilitation period 

on disciplinary grounds.  

11. There is also no clarification on the status of combatants who are now adults, but were 

children and youth under 18 years of age when abducted, nor what legal status they 

would hold once they are released.  

12. It is not clear whether it is the Commissioner General of Rehabilitation or the Competent 

Authority under Emergency Regulations,  who will makes decisions about extension of 

detention, make release orders and based on what criteria and process 

13. Although many months were spent in formulating a the National Action Plan of the 

National Framework Proposal for Reintegration of Ex-Combatants into Civilian Life in Sri 

Lanka (NAP) with the involvement of several ministries and government officials, the 

public is yet to see the plan implemented and its progress.  

D. Access to family, lawyers, ICRC and civil society 

14. There is no clear procedure regarding visits of family members, relatives, friends as each 

detention centre appearing to declare it’s own visiting hours and procedures. This is a 

serious problem in detention facilities hosting alleged ex combatants who had 

surrendered and detention facilities in CID and TID. 

15. On several occasions, lawyers access to their client had been blocked, again especially at 

TID and CID, with insistence on prior permission. Alleged ex combatants being detained 

are also denied access to lawyers. 

16. The ICRC continues to have no access to certain sites where detainees are held and none 

of the sites where surrendees are held. 

 

E. Torture, safety and security of detainees including those who surrendered to 

Army : 

17. Civil Society and lawyers have received a number of reports from family members of 

LTTE officials and leaders. The family members had seen them surrender to the Army, 

but they have not been seen or heard of again.  

18. Civil Society has been informed by families and inmates of reports of torture and 

disappearances from within the detention centres. Clients have reported to lawyers that in 

particular, the TID as being responsible for torture. Torture seems to be employed as 

means to obtain confessions from detainees.  

19. Concern has also been raised that the ICRC is not present and provided information 

regarding the screening process.   
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F. Women Detainees: 

20. There is little information about how many female ex-LTTE combatants are held, the legal 

basis for their detention, place of detention and conditions of detention.  

21.  It is not clear what special considerations is given and mechanisms are there to deal 

with mothers, especially those who joined LTTE due to conscription and served only small 

period of time, particularly as some of them have children who need motherly case, and 

they were not full time carders of LTTE. 

G. Those detained for long periods: 

22. Some persons are detained for many years without charges under the PTA. In the case of 

others, even after being indicted, the trial is taking several years. This results in those 

judged as innocent serving long years in remand prison and ruining their lives. 

  

RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE GOVERNMENT:  

 

1. These concerns reinforce the need for a centralized, comprehensive list of detainees – with 

names, places of detention as well as record of transfers, so families are made aware of the 

whereabouts of their family members. The list should also provide the reasons for detention and 

under which legal provision they are being detained.  

 

2. Unhindered access to detainees, by their families, lawyers, ICRC and other statutory bodies 

and individuals. 

 

3. Release all those who are not charged or detained in accordance with the legal framework 

and expedite the cases of those who have been charged. 

 

4. Provide information on the legal framework governing those who are considered as 

surrendees and the process of rehabilitation.  

 

5. Attention needs to be given to those who are rehabilitated and reintegrated back into their 

community including security considerations for the individuals and families concerned.  

6. Information should be made available to the families on the whereabouts of former LTTE 

cardres, those associated with the LTTE and others who surrendered during the conflict or soon 

after or those who were separated from their families during screening, at transit centres or 

camps.  

 

7. Information should be provided on the legal standards and other criteria used for screening. 

Further screening processes should be conducted in accordance with international standards and 

in the presence of the ICRC.  

 

8. A comprehensive programme to address the psychological needs of detainees, surrendees 

and, those rehabilitated and reintegrated and others should be implemented by the Government 

in partnership with agencies who have expertise in the area.  

9. There should be information provided on the status of the NAP and progress made so far.  

 

10. A proper screening process should be in place to identify special cases, such as disabled and 

student detainees in particular, so they can have access to the medical/educational assistance 

they require.  

 

11. There should be an independent authority/body to monitor the rehabilitation and 

reintegration of detainees, so as to ensure that proper rehabilitation is conducted, and if the 
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reintegration process is taking place effectively. (e.g. facilitate family units to re-start their lives 
etc.,)  

12. Take measures to investigate non gazetted detention centres and shut them down, or have 

them gazette. 

 

13. Psycho social assistance, recreational activities, vocational training and education should be 

key components of rehabilitation process.  

14. Those disabled due to the war, especially children and women, need special attention and 

assistance 

 

15. Increase capacity of those who are in charge of rehabilitation through professional training 

on rehabilitation and psychosocial care and other relevant areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Compiled  by Sri Lanka Brief team, Geneva - Srilankabrief@gmail.com  11 

 

Reconciling with the North – 20 points  
Oct  2010 

1. Find missing persons – including those who had surrendered to Army, those abducted by 

LTTE 

 

2. Release of detained persons / more humane treatment for detained – some for more 

than 10 years without charges 

 

3. Respect for those killed – official acknowledgment / death certificates / compensation / 

freedom to remember those killed through religious / cultural events / monuments to 

remember those killed   

 

4. Assistance / facilities for injured  

 

5. Security for those resettled – from abduction, sexual abuse, threats and intimidations  

 

6. Ability to live in their own lands without military occupation of land 

 

7. Get proper documentation for land they had lived for long time  

 

8. Help to restart / initiate livelihood opportunities (fishing / farming / shops etc.) 

 

9. Assistance to have decent houses, toilets, water supply 

 

10. Assistance to have nutritious food – including milk foods for children  

 

11. Assistance for children to have better education facilities  

 

12. Better health care facilities  

 

13. Better transport facilities including bicycles  

 

14. Not having Sinhalese names for villages and roads (changes to old Tamil names and new 

Sinhalese names) 

 

15. Not having road signs and boards only in Sinhalese 

 

16. Not having Buddhism displayed as prominent religion through monuments / boards etc.  

 

17. Freedom to have counseling / psychosocial  support 

 

18. Freedom to meet each other and develop themselves as a community  

 

19. To be able to receive help from those who are willing to help (civil groups, NGOs, 

religious groups, business community, UN etc.) 

20. A political solution that will enable them to fulfill political aspirations, with autonomy / 

power sharing, within framework of united Sri Lanka  

- Ruki Fernando 
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Sri Lanka runs the risk of loosing US trade concessions (US GSP) 

Sri Lanka runs the risk of losing US trade concessions if it fails to implement a ten point plan 

jointly submitted by FTZ Workers and an America Labour Organization to the US State 

Department, a source said. 

The ten point plan was jointly submitted by the Free Trade Zone Workers Union (FTZWU) and 

the America Free Labour Council of Industrial Organization (AFL-CIO) to the US State 
Department and the public hearing was held last Tuesday, a party to the public hearing said. 

However, Labour Minister Gamini Lokuge without elaborating told Daily Mirror yesterday that the 

mission of the 7 member government delegation to the September 28 public hearing in 

Washington was highly successful. 

President of the FTZWU, Anton Marcus on whose complaint through the AFL-CIO the State 

Department initiated an investigation on Sri Lanka said a ten point working programme 
submitted by the two trade unions was accepted by the State Department. 

“The next course of action to improve labour relations and prevent violation of labour laws will 
be based on this programme. 

The state Department will prepare a tripartite road map involving the three main stake holders 

the government, employers and trade unions,” Mr. Marcus, who represented the employees and 
gave a testimony before the State Department public hearing said. 

The ten point working programme includes introducing amendments to the Labour Disputes Act 

No 56 of 1999 to strengthen labour rights, transfer power to act on unfair labour practices from 

the labour commissioner to trade unions, increase the maximum fine of Rs. 20,000 imposed on 

employers on violation of labour laws, withdraw the power vested with the labour minister to 

arbitrarily terminate labour disputes and to terminate labour disputes only through an employee 

– employer dialogue and compromise by both parties, prevent declaration of services as 

‘Essential Services’ by the government when there was trade union action by employees in the 

said services, deal with trade union actions on the provisions of the ILO, create a new 

mechanism to resolve labour disputes in the state sector and refrain from weakening trade 
unions. 

Mr. Marcus said the government delegation accepted that there were weaker areas in the labour 

sector and pledged to take steps to strengthen them. 

Mr. Marcus in a positive note said “It is going to be a tripartite response by the government, 

employers and trade unions to the US probe. I don’t think there will be a negative action from 

the US to the issue as the response from all stakeholders has been positive,” Mr. Marcus 
emphasized. 

“Our efforts are not aimed at preventing the GSP concessions to Sri Lanka but to ensure it by 

pressurizing the government to adhere to the accepted labour laws in the country and the ILO. 

It is imperative that Sri Lanka strengthens weaker areas of the labour law making it easier for 
the US and Europe to help Sri Lanka in a more vigorous manner,” Mr. Marcus stressed.  

The US State Department public hearing on alleged labour rights violations of Sri Lanka was 

held in Washington last Tuesday (28) to record statements from the Sri Lankan government 

representatives and Trade Unions. The two parties were given half an hour each to present their 
cases. 
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The government team comprised Gomis Senadheera, Director General of Commerce, Gothami 

Indikadahewa, Deputy Director of Commerce, Varuni Muthukumarana, Acting DG, Ministry of 

External Affairs, Poshitha Perera, Assistant Director, External Affairs, R.P.Wimalasena, Senior 

Legal Advisor of the Labour Ministry, U.S. Athukorala, Senior Assistant Secretary of the Ministry 
of Labour and Sri Lanka ambassador in the US, Jaliya Wickramasuriya. 

The FTZWU was represented by Mr. Marcus and AFL-CIO by Mr. Jeff Pott, Mr. Marcus said. 

The State Department had initiated action against Sri Lanka following a petition by the AFL-CIO 

after the FTZWU lodged a complaint with the AFL-CIO. The matter had serious implications since 

it could put the US GSP concessions to Sri Lanka in jeopardy.  A three member US trade 

representative delegation visited Sri Lanka in August on a fact finding mission to collect 

information on Sri Lanka’s alleged labour rights violations and submitted a report to the State 

Department. The US team discussed the issue with officials of the Labour, Trade and Commerce, 

Foreign Affairs and the FTZWU.  

Mr. Marcus said the complaint dealt with the serious and deliberate violation of labour rights by 

the government with a special mention on the blockade for collective bargaining and right to 
association within the Free Trade Zone in particular. 

The complaint has reportedly highlighted the collapsed trade union action by teachers and port 
employees after the Supreme Court dismissed the FR petitions filed by them.V 

http://www.tamildaily.net/2010/10/03/sri-lanka-runs-the-risk-of-losing-us-trade-concessions-if-it-fails-
to-implement-a-ten-point-plan-jointly-submitted-by-ftz-workers-and-an-america-labour-organization-to-
the-us-state-department/  
 


