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 Issue No. 2 – 16 February 2010  

 Post-Presidential Election Developments 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Post-election violence and the 
international community 

 
Local and international concerns have been 

raised on the negative impact of post-election 

violence on the much needed social 

reconciliation towards securing human rights 

for all in Sri Lanka.  

 

The right to vote in free and fair elections is a 

universally recognized right as is the right to 

freedom of opinion. Both imply that citizens 

can express themselves freely without any 

fear of political victimization. Post-election 

violence targeting supporters of the political 

opposition and independent media is a 

violation of these rights.  

 

The international human rights community 

has also a responsibility to protect the rights 

of Sri Lankan citizens who are at the receiving 

end of the continuous post-election violence. 

In an open appeal to the international 

community five major media organizations 

requested "to use their good offices to ensure 

that the Government of Sri Lanka stops media 

suppression and creates a free and 

democratic post-election environment."  
http://freemediasrilanka.wordpress.com/2010/01/31/sto
p-post-election-media-suppressionan-open-appeal-5-
media-organisations/ 

 

 

Rajapakse's second term begins  
in November 2010 

The Supreme Court has 

determined that the second 

term of President Mahinda 

Rajapakse begins on  
19 November 2010. 

This decision has been made by 

a seven judge bench of the Supreme Court 

after President-Elect Mahinda Rajapakse 

sought the opinion of the Supreme Court on 

the question as to when his second term of 

office as President would start and end.  
http://www.dailymirror.lk/print/index.php/component/co
ntent/article/129-front-page/2806.html 
 
 

 

Fonseka arrest illegal –  
Leader of the opposition 

 
Making a detailed explanation 

Ranil Wickramasinghe, the 

leader of the opposition said 

that the arrest and detention of 

defeated Presidential Candidate 

General (rtd) Sarath Fonseka is 

illegal. He further mentioned 

that the Military Act does not 

apply to the Chief of Defence Staff and 

therefore any case against Gen (Rtd) Sarath 

Fonseka, should be instituted in a civil court 

of law.  
http://www.island.lk/2010/02/11/news9.html 

 

Replying to these accusations Minister Prof G. 

L. Peiris said that law will take its course in 
the case of General Sarath Fonseka.  
http://www.island.lk/2010/02/12/news21.html 
 

Fonseka was arrested on 8 February 2010 by 

the military police on unspecified charges. 

In this Issue 
Post-election developments  p 1 

UN/International concerns   p 2 

Reporting from election monitoring p 3 
NGO and civil society voices  p 4 
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UN 

Ban Ki-moon voices concerns  
to Sri Lankan leader 

 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has 

expressed his concerns about recent 

developments in Sri Lanka, where a defeated 

Presidential Candidate has been arrested and 

Parliament dissolved, to the President 

Rajapakse and announced plans to dispatch 

his top political official to Sri Lanka for further 

dialogue. 

The Secretary-General urged the President to 

respect due process of law regarding the case 

of General Sarath Fonseka, the former army 

chief and runner-up in recent Presidential 

elections. Ban Ki-moon called on the 

Government in Colombo to guarantee the 

personal safety of Sarath Fonseka, who was 
arrested for alleged "military offences".  

Furthermore, the Secretary-General urged 

Mahinda Rajapakse to keep his commitment, 

set out in a joint statement with the UN last 

year, "to ensure concrete proposals for a 

political solution of issues with the Tamil 

community in the north and to ensure full 

accountability for any crimes against 

international humanitarian law or abuses of 

human rights". 
 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=33733
&Cr=Sri+Lanka&Cr1 
 
 
 

Denmark 

Worrying situation 
 

“We regret to note that the campaign was 

marred by violence and irregularities. In 

addition to the crucial political reconciliation 

process, Sri Lanka is facing a huge challenge 

to solve the humanitarian crisis in the country 

after many years of civil war”, says the 

Danish Foreign Minister Per Stig Moller.  
 
http://www.infolanka.com/news/IL/977.htm 

Commonwealth 

Reputation damaged 

The Head of a Commonwealth Observer 

Mission to Sri Lanka said that the government 

had damaged its international reputation by 

deploying troops around the main opposition 

candidate’s hotel headquarters during vote-
counting for the Presidential election.  

K. D. Knight, the former Jamaican Foreign 

Minister who led the mission, expressed 

concerns about the abuse of state media and 

other government resources in the pre-
election period by Mahinda Rajapakse.  

He said that the abuses did not “substantially 

affect” the results of the Presidential election 

but did affect its freeness and fairness, as 

well as Sri Lanka’s reputation inside and 

outside the Commonwealth.  
 
For the full Commonwealth report see: 
http://www.thecommonwealth.org/files/220094/FileNam
e/FINALREPORT-CET2010PrintVersion.pdf 

 

 

EU: GSP+ suspended  

Sri Lanka: Unmoved  

EU Member States decided to temporarily 

withdraw the preferential tariff benefits to Sri 

Lanka under GSP+. Trade Commissioner 

Karel De Gucht stated that “I hope Sri Lanka 

will sit with us over the next six months in 

order to agree upon a set of measures that 

will result in rapid, demonstrable and 

sustainable progress in relation to the human 

rights shortcomings we have identified.” 
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=515  

Sri Lanka's President dismissed the EU’s 

suspension of GSP+ on 4 February 2010 

saying that "We will not be held back by […] 

withdrawn trade concessions by those who 

seek strategic interference in the national 

affairs of Sri Lanka".  
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20100101/wl_asia_afp/sril
ankaeutraderightsrajapakse  
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Post-election violence 

 

The Center for Monitoring Election Violence 

(CMEV) remains gravely concerned regarding 

the continued trend of post-election violence, 

which is the highest seen when compared 

with the 1999 (76 incidents) and 2005 (39 

incidents) Presidential elections. The total 

number of incidents of post-election violence 

recorded following the polls on the 26 January 

2010 stands at 85 incidents of which 18 

incidents have involved the use of firearms. 

 

 

Recorded numbers  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CMEV remains concerned that complainants 

and victims continue to insist on anonymity 

on the grounds of personal security, adding 

that making complaints at the Police often 

leads to information regarding the complaint 

being relayed back to the assailants, resulting 

in further attacks. CMEV also have reason to 

believe that there are many more incidents 

that are not reported even to CMEV. 
 
http://cmev.wordpress.com/ 

 

Church leaders condemn 
 Presidential poll 

 

Catholic and Anglican bishops in Sri Lanka 

have criticized recent Presidential elections as 

beyond the boundaries of democratic rule and 

failing to address the concerns of the Tamil 

minority. 

 

The statement was signed by Catholic bishops 

Thomas Savundaranayagam of Jaffna; 

Kingsley Swampillai of Trincomalee and 

Batticaloa; Rayappu Joseph of Mannar; and 

Norbert Andradi of Anuradhapura;  

 

as well as Anglican leaders Kumara 

Illangasinghe, Vicar General of Kurunegala; 

and Duleep de Chickera, Bishop of Colombo. 
 

http://www.caritas.org/newsroom/press_releases/PressRel

ease10_02_10.html 

 

 

 

Political victimizations at state 
institutions 

 

Political victimization of opposition political 

activists and independent media workers are 

on the rise in Sri Lanka.  

 

Reported incidents so far 
 

 

 

 

US and Norway Deny Government Accusations 

 
The US and Norway denied allegations of Sri Lankan Defense Secretary Gotabaya Rajapakse 

that they helped former Army Chief and defeated Presidential Candidate Sarath Fonseka during 

the polls. “There is no truth to the Defense Secretary's claims that the US provided financial 

support to the opposition candidate in Sri Lanka's Presidential election,” the US embassy in 

Colombo said in a statement. 

 

Rajapakse's comments were made in an interview published in Singapore's Straits Times 

newspaper. In Singapore, the Norwegian Ambassador made a similar statement in a letter to 

the daily newspaper. “The accusations made against Norway in the interview are not correct. 

Norway has never and will never interfere with other countries' elections or in any way try to 

undermine or oust a democratically elected government and president,” the envoy said.  
 
http://in.news.yahoo.com/43/20100211/818/tnl-us-norway-deny-helping-fonseka.html 

 

Major incidents  - 46 

Assault   - 19 

Threat and Intimidation  - 09 

Arson     - 08 

Grievous Hurt   - 05 

 

50 out of 85 complaints against the ruling 
party UPFA 

Journalist and media workers  - 19 

Port authority workers  - 170 

Petroleum cooperation workers  - 70 
TU officers damaged    - 18  
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NGOs 
 

Human Rights Watch –HRW 
STOP THE CRACK DOWN 

The Sri Lankan government should 

immediately end its post-election harassment 

of media outlets and ensure protection of 

journalists from attack, Human Rights Watch 
said. 

“Now that the President has been re-elected, 

there appears to be a settling of scores with 

critics of the government,” said Brad Adams, 

Asia director at Human Rights Watch. “Just 

days after the election, some officials seem to 

be on a campaign to abuse their power.” 
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/01/29/sri-lanka-end-
harassment-attacks-journalists   
 

 

Asian Human Rights Commission – 
AHRC 

SITUATION ALARMING  
 

In recent weeks the Government of Sri Lanka 

has engaged in alarming attempts to repress 

the avenues of the political participation of 

the opposition and the entire population in 

general.  

 

One of the most popular politicians to emerge 

in recent times, the former military 

commander General Sarath Fonseka, was 

arrested by the military and is currently 

detained in the custody of the navy. The case 

is being pursued in military courts, thus 

avoiding the country’s ordinary courts and 

depriving him of due process. This is also 

depriving the public of information on his 

case. There are alarming developments taking 

place. 
http://www.ahrchk.net/statements/mainfile.php/2009sta
tements/2409/  
 

 
Reporters Without Borders -RSF 

REMINDING THE PROMISES 

 
“This wave of post-election violence could 

cast a lasting stain on the start of President 

Rajapakse’s second term and bodes ill for the 

political climate during the coming years,” 

said Reporters Without Borders. 

 

RSF also reminds the President of the 

statements in support of press freedom that 

he has made on many occasions, including a 

meeting with a RSF Representative in October 

2008.  
http://www.rsf.org/President-Rajapaksa-urged-to-
halt.html  

 

 

International Federation of 

Journalists - IFJ 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY MUST ACT 

 

The International Federation of Journalists 

calls on the international community to raise 

concerns at the highest levels regarding the 

rapid rise in hazards facing journalists and 

media workers in the aftermath of Sri Lanka’s 

presidential election. 

 

“The evidence of the past two weeks clearly 

contradicts a purported statement by Sri 

Lanka’s senior Minister for Information and 

the Media, Anura Priyadarshana Yapa, that 

there is no threat to the media in Sri Lanka,” 

IFJ General Secretary Aidan White said. 
http://asiapacific.ifj.org/en/articles/international-
community-must-condemn-attacks-on-media-in-sri-lanka  

 

 

Amnesty International – AI 
ESCALATION OF POST-ELECTION 

REPRESESSION 
 

The arrest of retired General Sarath Fonseka, 

escalates post-election repression, AI said.  

 

“After the military defeat of the LTTE and a 

major election victory, President Rajapakse 

should steer the country toward a better 

human rights record. Instead, we're seeing 

less and less tolerance for criticism.” 
http://www.amnesty.org/en/for-media/press-
releases/arrest-sri-lankan-opposition-leader-escalates-
post-election-repression-2  
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