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3rd February 2010 
 
1. Disappearance of www.lankaenews.com journalist Mr. Prageeth Eknaligoda:  

On 24th January 2010 www.lankaenews.com journalist Prageeth Eknaligoda, a father of two children went 
mission. On 29th Minister Susil Premjayanth had told media that the government has reliable information 
that this was not a abduction but a staged act. So far minster or the government has not produced any 
evidence to prove the story. Eknaligoda has serious diabetic condition from age 15, takes two insulin 
injections daily and also medication after open heart, bypass surgery. All attempts to trace him by loved 
ones have failed so far. Family and friends had been intimidated when making police complains. Fellow 
journalists fear that Eknaligoda’s disappearance is linked to his article. 

Prageeth’s family and friends faced difficulties in lodging complaints to the Police, who had intimidated 
the complainants. On 2nd February, when the family tried to complain to the Human Rights Commission 
head office, the Investigating Officer was reluctant to accept the complaint, but said that they will record 
the complaint and check whether he is being detained anywhere, but that they will not conduct an 
inquiry. This was after arguments by the family and lawyer who accompanied them.  
 
 

2. Threats to www.lankaenews.com Editor, Mr. Sandaruwan Senadeera: 
On 29th January, Sandaruwan SEnadeera received 40 threatening calls within a period of 45 minutes.  
 
 

3. Arrest of Irida Lanka newspaper, Mr. Chanadana Sirimalwatta: 
 
On 28th January Chandana Sirimalwatte, Editor of Sinhala language weekly Irida Lanka was arrested by 
Criminal Investigation Department (CID) of Sri Lanka police. No reason was given. He remains detained 
todate. Sirimalwatta  was summoned to Criminal Investigation Department  at lease 3 times during the 
last six months. 
 
 

4. Assault on Mr. Rizvi Maharoof, provincial correspondent of Sirasa TV 
 
On night of 2nd February 2010, Rizvi Maharoof was brutally assaulted by supporters of a powerful 
politician in Anuradhapura. He was admitted to the hospital. His camera and mobile phone were 
destroyed.  
 

5. Assaults on media personnel attached to state media institutions: 
 

• On 28th January morning, Ravi Abewikrama, a programme producer of Sri Lanka Broadcasting 
Cooperation (SLBC) was assaulted by SLRC deputy transport manager G.D. Somapala at the office 
of SLRC Chairman Ariyarathana Atugala. for criticising the biased election coverage imposed by the 
head of the station. A complaint on the assault on journalist Ravi Abewikrama by the chairman 
Atugala has been sent by registered post to Kuruduwatta police station( Colombo 7) and to the 
Interpreter General of Police.  

• On 1st February, employees of Lake House belonging to JSS Union (aligned with the opposition 
party) were beaten up and two (Mr. Sudasinghe & Mr. Premaratne) were admitted to Nawaloka 
hospital to rooms 9902 & 9906 respectively. This was after a celebration of the election victory inside 
the Lake House, with the participation of Media Minister Lakshman Yapa Abeywardena.  



6. Dismissing & suspension of media personal attached to state media institutions:  
 

On 28th January, Sri Lanka Rupavahini Cooperation (SLRC) has dismissed / suspended 8 media 
personnel attached to SLRC. All of them are activists while some are leaders of Trade Unions and Media 
Organizations.  
 
The names are below:  

i. Herburt Kumara Alagiyawanna 
ii. Kanachana  Marasinghe 
iii. Gamini Pushpakumara 
iv. Ravi Abeywickrama 
v. Daya Mahinda Gunathilaka 
vi. T. A. Hema Ajith 
vii. Nimal Tennakoon 
viii. Saman Kumara 

 
Information has been received that letters of suspension / dismissal have also been prepared for below 
named media personnel of SLRC 

i. Athula Peiris 
ii. Wikum Basnayake 
iii. Dharshana Panangala 
iv. Dulip Dushantha 

 
On 31 January, 10 media workers of state controlled Independent Television Net work (ITN) were also 
suspended. 

 
  
7. Threats to state media personnel:  

Sri Lanka Rupavahni Corporation Chairman Atugala & additional Director General Devappriya 
Abeysinghe threatened programme producers Kanachana Marasinghe, Herburt Kumara Alagiyawanna 
and Gamini Pushpakumara using abusive language. These media personal   are being targeted for their 
leading role in advocating  the  compliance of Election Commissions media guide lines by the institution 
to ensure fair coverage for all sides. 

 
 

8. Sealing of Irida Lanka newspaper office:  
 
On 29th January Irida Lanka newspaper office was sealed by the CID. Lanka news paper played a crucial 
role in presidential election campaign of defeated candidate Sarath Fonseka. Lanka news paper faced 
constant intimidation form the authorities during the whole year 2010. On 1st February, the 
Ganggodawila magistrate had ordered that the office be allowed to reopen, despite requests by CID to 
extend the sealing of the office.   

 
 
9. Padlocking and surveillance of www.lankaenews.com office:  

 
On 28th  January night unknown group surrounded the  lankaenews office located in Rajagiriaya, Boralla 
and stayed there nearly two hours inquiring about the staff. The vehicle they arrived had the number 
plate of 32-8432. They had padlocked the office before leaving. When journalists arrived at work on 
January 29, they found that the offices had been sealed off. Later in the evening, the padlock had been 
taken off. Another suspicious vehicle (number WP KD 7010) as well as suspicious persons were 
observed outside on 1st February. 



10. Threats to burn down Lanka Irida Lanka newspaper office:  
 
On 28 January the leader of the  major opposition collation partner, the  Peoples Liberation Front (JVP) 
Somawansas Amarasinha told a press  conference that Defense Secretary Gotabhaya Rajapaksa calling on  
his  mobile from Rajapaksa's mobile (+94-773501626) threatened to set fire to Lanka newspaper which is 
a pro JVP Sinhala weekly . According to JVP leader Somawansa Amarasingha defense secretary had also 
threatened to kill him.  

 
 
11. Blocking of websites: 

 
Since election day on 26th January, below websites had been blocked on and off.  
 
www.srilankagaurdian.org 
www.infolanka.com 
www.nidahasa.com 
www.lankanewsweb.com  
 
Almost all were accessible on 1 & 2nd February. However, at certain times, it was not possible to access 
some of the sites.  

 
 

12. Attack on house of Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation journalist Gunarathna Liyanarachchi: 
 
On 28th January Gunarathna’s house in Kurunagala, was attacked by an unknown group which caused 
damage to his house and property. 
 

 
13. Threats and intimidation of journalists covering opposition candidate at Cinnamon Lake View 

hotel after the elections:  
 

• On 27th January, journalist Mr. Shantha Wijesuriya was questioned & threatened when he took 
photograph of military personnel changing number plates of a vehicle of General Sarath Fonseka’s 
supporter, while the supporter was being questioned. This was after the press conference held by 
General Fonseka. Shantha forced by the military to delete the photos. He had managed to leave the 
scene soon after.  

• On 27th January, journalist Sri Lal Priyantha, who intervened on behalf of Mr. Weijesuriya regarding 
the above incident was also questioned and asked to disclose where Shantha. He was allowed to go. 
He had taken a bus to Nugegoda, and when he had got down, two unknown persons had again asked 
him where Shantha Wijesuriya was. He was later allowed to go.  
 
 

14. Surrounding of TV station: 
 

On 26th January, soldiers took up position around the buildings that house Sirasa TV in Colombo.  
 

  
15. Revocation and threats to deport Reporter Karin Wenger of the Swiss public radio station DRS: 

 
On 29th January, it was reported that Karin Wenger faced possible deportation on 1st February following 
the withdrawal of her press accreditation. “I had a visa and accreditation that were valid for the election,” 
she told Reporters Without Borders. “I think this decision is linked to the questions I asked an official 



during a news conference after the results were announced.” A presidential adviser referred to her 
insultingly as a “white face” while a government minister had publicly criticized her for grilling authorities 
on allegations of irregularities at Tuesday's vote, which was comfortably won by President Mahinda 
Rajapakse. 
 
Chief Immigration Controller P.B. Abeykoon speaking to Daily Mirror online had said that the visa had 
been cancelled on the orders of the Director Media of the Information Department. AFP claimed to 
have seen a letter sent to her from the Controller General of Immigration and Emigration, that had 
stated: 'You are kindly informed to leave the country on or before the 1 February 2010. Please note that 
you are not entitled to engage in any media activities in Sri Lanka during this period.' 
 
It was announced on 1st February that the President had cancelled the revocation and she had been 
allowed to stay on.  

 
Sri Lankan media personnel who assisted her also faced threats.  

 
Cases where details are to be confirmed:  
 
16. Manhandling of photographers working for foreign news agencies:  

 
On 28th January, soldiers roughed up photographers working for foreign news agencies when they tried 
to attend a news conference given by Gen. Fonseka. One was forced to delete the photos on his camera’s 
memory card. Soldiers also prevented journalists from working freely near a hotel being used by Fonseka 
the previous day. (Based on statement of RSF, on 29th January 2010)  
 

17. Questioning  and threats to Sirasa TV staff: 
 
On 29th January, Sirasa TV staff was questioned about the coverage given to the scenes of the opposition 
candidate being stopped by security forces while leaving the hotel after the election. The popular TV 
channel which provided election coverage to both main contender in recently concluded presidential 
election was threatened by high government official for not providing them with video footage related to 
common opposition candidate Sarath Fonseka. (AHRC statement dated 29th January)  
 
 

18. Threats to Jaffna based Uthayan newspaper: 
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