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MEDIAFREEDOMINSRILANKA  
Freedom of Expression news from Sri Lanka 

Monthly report No 07; period covered July  2010 

 
Killings: 
 

1. July 2010  -  No killings of media personal reported  
 
Abductions: 
 

2. July 2010  - No abductions of media personal reported 
  
 Arrests: 
 

3. 26 July 2010 - Six university students arrested (for putting up posters) 
Six university students have been arrested by the police for putting up posters saying 

that police officials involved in the death of Ruhunu university student Susantha 

Aruna Bandara should be arrested.While two Sri Jayawardenepura University 

students were arrested by the Kirulapone police, four students of the Indigenous 

medical faculty of the Colombo University were arrested by the Welikada police. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/index.php/news/5349-six-university-students-arrested.html  
 

4. July 2010  - No arrests of media personal reported  
 
Assaults: 
 

5. 30 July  2010  -  Siyatha TV/Radio office torched 
An unidentified gang set fire to a Sri Lankan broadcaster owned by a businessman 

who had backed the opposition in a presidential election, destroying its main control 

room. The arson attack on the Siyatha media group forced broadcasting to stop and 

hurt at least one person, police and a witness said. Siyatha has a TV channel and 

three radio stations. 
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/SGE66T0UO.htm  
Daily Mirror editorial – Arson attack  
http://www.dailymirror.lk/print/index.php/editorial/106-editorial/17150.htm   

 
6. 27 July 2010 - Tamil journalist attacked in Mannaar 
Unidentified persons who arrived in a white van pulled out a Tamil journalist from a 

passenger vehicle travelling along Mannaar-Thalaimannaar road Thursday night 

around 8.30 and attacked him, according to a complaint lodged with the Mannaar 

Police.The journalist was identified as 67 years old P.A.Antony Mark. 
http://www.lankasrinews.com/view.php?2bIAQUe0d3lme0ecLBY44a4z54Acd3cYB2dc2Amd3a434OX3e230
Mm30  

 
7. 27th July 2010 -Police attack group of students, while putting up posters 
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A group of students from Kelaniya University putting up posters against the brutal 

police killing of Susanthe Bandara, the third year student of the Faculty of Natural 

Sciences and Social Sciences of the University of Ruhuna, have been assaulted by 

personnel of Kiribathgoda Police on 27th  morning. 
http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6253:police-attack-group-
of-students-two-injured-a-two-arrested&catid=34:lead-news&Itemid=50  
 

 
8. 16. July 2010 - Police assault protestors  
The depositors of Golden Key Credit Card Company (GKCCC) have filed a petition 

against the police for assaulting them while making a peaceful protest.The depositors 

say they were beaten and arrested by the police while protesting on Thursday in front 

of the residence of Lalith Kotalawala, the proprietor of the Ceylinco Group of 

Companies, of which a GKCCC is a member. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sinhala/news/story/2010/07/100716_golden_key.shtml  

 
Threats: 

 

9. 30 July 2010  -  Death Threats to Journalist’s Family in Sri Lanka 
The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) is alarmed by threats made against 

the safety of the family of senior Sri Lankan journalist Gamini Pushpakumara. 

Pushpakumara, who is an executive committee member of the Sri Lanka Working 

Journalists’ Association (SLWJA) and secretary of the program producers’ union of the 

state-owned Sri Lanka Rupavahini Corporation (SLRC), was summarily dismissed 

from employment at SLRC after presidential elections in Sri Lanka in January. 
http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2010/07/22/death-threats-to-journalists-family-in-sri-lanka/ . 

 

10. 19. July 2010 - CID on repeat visits to newspaper office 
Officers of the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) yesterday visited the “Lanka” 

newspaper office, at Delkanda, Nugegoda, for the second consecutive day, following 

a visit on Friday evening. A newspaper spokesperson said the police questioned the 

editor, Chandana Sirimalwatte, for nearly two hours before leaving at around 9.00 

pm. 
http://www.sundaytimes.lk/100718/News/nws_15.html 

 
 

11. 17 July  2010 - CID grills ‘Lanka’ Editor and reporter.  
 

The Editor and an editorial assistant at the left-leaning Sinhala Language‘Lanka’ 

newspaper are currently being questioned by the Criminal Investigation Department 

(CID). The Editor Chandana Sirimalwatte and journalist Priyantha were told to call 

over at the CID Head Quarters in Colombo by police sleuths who visited the 

newspaper office at Delkanda in the Mirihana police area shortly after dusk on Friday. 
http://www.srilankaguardian.org/2010/07/cid-grills-lanka-editor-and-reporter.html 

 

12. 15 July 2010 -  Harrassment against Stage drama " Debiddo" 
UNP deputy leader Karu Jayasuriya has condemned what he called the government’s 

disruptive actions against ‘Debiddo’, a stage drama by veteran director Prasanna 

Vitanage.In a statement, Mr. Jayasuriya said it was only due to politics that this stage 

drama is facing trouble created through police.‘Debiddo’ is an adaptation of Italian 

playwright Dario Fo’s ‘Trumpets and Raspberries.’ 
http://colombotoday.com/english/articles/Lite/Karu-condemns-govt.-disruptive-actions-
Debiddo/13246.htm  
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13. 08 July  2010 - Visa’s terminated for Non Violence Peace Force staff 
Government terminated the visas of two senior staff members of the Non Violence 

Peace Force (NP). Both of them, the country director Tiffany Easthom and senior staff 

member Ali Palh were first asked to leave by July 1. Following an appeal by NVBF 

asking for adequate time to hand over their duties, they were given an extension of 

seven days and will have to leave the country by July 8, 2010. 
http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2010/07/12/termination-of-visas-of-non-violence-peace-force/   

 
14. 08 July  2010 - State media blames exiled scribes for ‘mudslinging’ 

against Sri Lanka 
A ‘clandestine media group’ consisting of several Sri Lankan journalists now in exile 

has embarked on a mudslinging campaign against Sri Lanka, state-owned media 

reported Friday. According to the Dinamina Sinhala daily, this group of journalists 

have sent a petition condemning Sri Lanka to more than 70 foreign non-

governmental organizations.  http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=32103  

 
Censorships: 
 

15. 26.July 2010  - Contempt of Court case against Lanka Irida  editor  
There is a case against Editor of “Irida Lanka “,Chandana Sirimalwatte for publishing 

following wording in his paper. “Allas sekakaruta newatha sevaya labadenna 

Janadipathigen Adhikaranayaka Balapem”. He is charged for contempt of court. 
http://www.lankanewsweb.com/news/EN_2010_07_27_002.html   

 
 
16.  26. July 2010  - A media development authority for Lanka 
The Sri Lankan government seems to be worried sick about the state of journalism in 

Colombo. ... The guidelines are to be bunched under the soon-to-be-formed ‘media 

development authority’ (MDA), which might sound wholly like a civic body where 

babus hunch over ageing type-writers, but which could at least partly be inspired by 

the Media Development Authority of Singapore. 
http://www.hindustantimes.com/A-media-development-authority-for-Lanka/Article1-575360.aspx  

An act of suppression:  
http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2010/07/25/media-development-authority-an-act-of-
suppression/  
 

17. 20. July 2010  - Heavy price for phone porn 
A youth who was yesterday produced in court on charges of having openly viewed 

pornographic visuals on his mobile phone at York Street in Fort was fined 

Rs.2500.Colombo Fort Magistrate Lanka Jayaratne ordered that the youth’s mobile 

phone be confiscated and directed the authorities to destroy its sim and memory 

cards.    Police told court that mobile phone pornography falls under section 2 of the 

Obscene Publications Act No 22 of 1983. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/print/index.php/news/news/16250.html  
 

18. 11 July 2010 - Kovils in the East removed after claiming them to be 
unauthorized structures 

TNA Batticaloa District parliamentarian D. Yogeswaran told a group of journalists on 

the 7th that the government has forcible taken away two Hindu kovils in Trincomalee 

and that the Army had taken charge of one kovil in Batticaloa. 
http://www.lankanewsweb.com/news/EN_2010_07_11_001.html  

 
19. 03 July 201 -Sarah Melanie Perera’s case postponed for November 
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Sarah Melanie Perera’s case was taken up for hearing for the second time at the 

magistrate courts 2 in Hultsdorf on Wednesday (30th). The magistrate had postponed 

the case for November as the Mirihana Police inquiring into this case informed the 

magistrate that the case has been handed over to the Attorney General for his 

instructions. http://muslimguardian.com/    
   

20. 03 July 2010 -Lanka Truth website obstructed 
The Lanka Truth website, which is being operated by the JVP Media Unit, is being 

obstructed by Sri Lanka Telecom, it is learnt. The action has been initiated by the 

Telecommunications Regulatory Commission (TRC). 
http://www.lankanewsweb.com/news/EN_2010_07_03_012.html  
 

Exiled:  
 
 

21. July 2010  -  One journalist left the country 
A journalist working on line left the country for safety to a south Asian country.  

 

 
Releases: 
 

22. 30 July 2010 - Voice of Asia Network torched in Sri Lanka 
Two employees were injured in an arson attack today on the offices of the Voice of 

Asia Network in the heart of Sri Lanka’s capital Colombo, according to international 

and local media reports.  
http://cpj.org/2010/07/privately-owned-voice-of-asia-network-torched-in-s.php  
 

23. 26 July 2010  - IFJ Questions Government Moves on Media Ethics – IFJ 
The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) is deeply concerned that Sri Lanka’s 

Government proposes to establish a body to examine the ethics of journalists, a 

move which stands to further impede media independence in the country. 
http://asiapacific.ifj.org/en/articles/ifj-questions-government-moves-on-media-ethics-in-sri-lanka  
 

24. 23 July 2010- Sri Lankan journalist’s disappearance remains unexplained 
- CPJ 

Six months after the unexplained disappearance of Sri Lankan journalist and 

cartoonist Prageeth Eknelygoda, the government has refused to offer any assistance 

or provide answers to his wife, Sandhya. 
http://cpj.org/2010/07/still-no-explanation-for-sri-lankan-journalists-di.php  
 

25. 21 July 2010 - Death Threats to Journalist’s Family in Sri Lanka - IFJ 
IFJ is alarmed by threats made against the safety of the family of senior Sri Lankan 

journalist Gamini Pushpakumara.“We call upon the Sri Lankan police and security 

agencies to take immediate measures to investigate the source of the threats and to 

extend all necessary protection to Pushpakumara’s family,” IFJ General Secretary 

Aidan White said. http://asiapacific.ifj.org/en/articles/death-threats-to-journalists-family-in-sri-lanka  
 

26. 07 July 2010- Appeal to Government of Sri Lanka to Put a Stop to Media 
Intimidation - IFJ 

The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) calls on the Government of Sri Lanka 

to act quickly to investigate the latest threat against a Sri Lankan media outlet after 

a threatening letter was sent to the Colombo office of Lanka-e-News on July 2. 
http://asiapacific.ifj.org/en/articles/appeal-to-government-of-sri-lanka-to-put-stop-to-media-intimidation  
 

27. 07 July  2010  - Independent news website blocked for past year - RSF 
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Reporters Without Borders calls on the Sri Lankan authorities to stop blocking the 

Lanka News Web site at once. Sri Lanka Telecom, the country’s main Internet service 

provider, has been blocking the online newspaper’s access since 11 July 2009. 
http://en.rsf.org/sri-lanka-independent-news-website-blocked-09-07-2010,37910.html  

 
 
Protests: 
 

28. July 2010  -  No media protest were reported during the month of 
July. 

 
Notable developments: 
 

29. 29 July 2010  - Shakthi TV case on transmitting in Jaffna settled  
The case filed by the MTV Channel Private Limited against the fact that the frequency 

on which Shakthi TV transmitted in the Jaffna peninsula for seven years, was given 

over to another company was settled today.The petitioner withdrew the case, as the 

TRC agreed to grant MTV channel private limited a frequency for Shakthi TV to 

transmit in the Jaffna peninsula. 
http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2010/07/29/shakthi-tv-case-on-transmitting-in-jaffna-settled/  

 

 
30. 28  July 2010  - How “responsible” SL Editors play foul on Readers 
Thanks to Weerawansa’s “farce unto death” on a saline drip, major media “Ustaads” 

have been exposed even without a fig leaf to hide their professional nudity. 

Unfortunately, the media is not judged on their performance and taken to task for 

their lapses. 
http://southasiaspeaks.wordpress.com/  
 

31. 20 July 2010 - Attack on  MTV Offices: Police told to cut undue delay in 
filing charges  

The Fort Magistrate today ordered the police not to unnecessarily delay filing charges 

against the suspects who are accused of attacking the head office of the MTV/MBC 

media network.The time extension sought by the attorney at law appearing for the 

suspects to file charges were rejected by the magistrate. 
http://www.newsfirst.lk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=12075:attack-on-mtv-offices-
police-told-to-cut-undue-delay-in-filing-charges&catid=1:latest-news&Itemid=18  
 

32. 19 July 2010  - Sudden halt into Ekneligoda disappearance 
Investigations into missing journalist Pradeep Eknaligoda have come to a sudden halt 

and suspects detained for questioning have also been released.Police teams had been 

able to disclose many important details about Eknaligoda by checking phone lines of 

suspects who were detained and questioned. On this information, the police detained 

some suspects from Batticaloa and Polonnaruwa for questioning about the missing 

journalist, but police sources say that all the suspects have now been released. 
http://www.lakbimanews.lk/news/laknew3.htm  
 

33. 15  July  2010 `- Red signal on for NGOs 
At the recent meeting of the security Council it was decided that all International and 

local non Governmental Organizations (NGOs) shall be registered again, it is 

reported.The Govt. had been watchful and had been paying careful attention to the 

activities of the NGOs during the war. Some Ministers have indeed criticized the 

action s of these NGOs. 
http://www.lankaenews.com/English/news.php?id=9774  
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34. 06 July 2010 - Jaffna Tamil daily reporter dies in accident 
Perampalam Jeyachandran, aged thirty-two, a reporter and photographer of ‘Yarl 

Thinakural’ Tamil daily died Tuesday morning hit by a bus on A9 road in Usan as he 

was returning to Jaffna after distributing Yarl Thinakural paper in Ki’linochchi, sources 

in Jaffna said. 
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=32139     
 

 

 

 
 

 


