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01. 4
th

 Nov - Right to dissent and protest suppressed  
The police baton charged and used the water cannon to disperse an agitation carried out by unemployed graduates 
in Colombo 4

th
 Nov 2009  afternoon. More than two thousand unemployed graduates walked from Fort Railway 

Station to reach Presidential Secretariat to hand over a memorandum asking for solutions for issues confronting 
them. However, their path was blocked by the police at Lake House roundabout where the police launched a brutal 
attack on the graduates. 
http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3721:brutal-police-attack-on-
unemployed-graduates-many-arrested-5-admitted-to-hospital&catid=34:lead-news&Itemid=50  
 

 
02. 4

st
 Nov - Court upheld right to free speech  

Court yesterday set aside the case against Jaffna and Batticaloa TNA parliamentarians who faced charges that at a 
Pongu Thamil festival in Europe and in Australia they had made speeches critical of the security forces. CID 
detectives told Colombo Chief Magistrate Nishantha Hapuarachchi the Attorney General had decided that though 
the MPs had admitted they made the speeches they could not be indicted as the investigations had not revealed 
any direct or circumstantial evidence of their having violated provisions of Article 157 (a) of the Constitution and 
Section 120 of the Penal Code No. 16 of 2006. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/DM_BLOG/Sections/frmNewsDetailView.aspx?ARTID=66754 
 
 
03. 5

th
 Nov. - Northern province governor is keeping expensive camera of a Tamil journalist   

Northern Province Government Major General G.A. Chandrasiri had confiscated camera equipment worth Rs. 
200,000 belonging to one Reuter’s journalist , also known as Subu and has failed to return it as yet. Subu had 
arrived in Vavuniya on May 14 to cover the former Chief Juustice Sarath N. Silva’s visit to the IDP camps in 
Vavuniya following an invitation extended to him by the Registrar of the Vavuniya courts. The former Chief Justice 
had left after visiting the Menik Farm and Ramanathapurma IDP camps. The Major General who was in charge of 
security and the military police personnel at the camps had summoned Subu to his office and questioned him for 
about four and a half hours, took his camera, deleted all photos and confiscated it without any legal procedure.   

 
04. 10

th
 Nov. -Court relaxes bail conditions on Vanni doctors who spoke to international media 

 
Colombo Chief Magistrate Nishantha Hapuarachchi relaxed bail conditions imposed on two Doctors who were 
alleged to have canvassed false information of an alleged genocide of Tamils by the Sri Lankan forces to the 
international community. 
At the outset of yesterday’s magisterial inquiry the CID informed court that they were investigating as to whether the 
doctors had been actively involved in any unlawful activity or had any connections to the LTTE movement and 
moved for a date to file the report. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/DM_BLOG/Sections/frmNewsDetailView.aspx?ARTID=67423 
 
05. 10

th
 Nov. - Another journalist to withdraw a fundamental rights case against the police 

When the Fundamental Rights application filed by Arthur Wamanan, a Sunday Leader journalist against his alleged 
arbitrary arrest and detention by the CID on a purported allegation by Minister Mano Wijeratne was taken up before 
the Supreme Court yesterday (9), Counsel for the Minister informed Court that there was a possibility of settlement. 
Already the court had been informed on September 22 that parties were negotiating for a settlement. The Supreme 
Court had already granted Leave to Proceed with the fundamental rights violation petition filed by Arthur Wamanan 
Sornalingam. http://www.dailymirror.lk/DM_BLOG/Sections/frmNewsDetailView.aspx?ARTID=67416 

06. 11
th

 Nov. - Chief Justice upheld right to information  
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Chief Justice Asoka de Silva said that the public should have the right to freedom of information and question the 
ministers on what they do.He said attempts to introduce legislation to this effect had been prevented by a former 
parliament. He pointed out that such legislation would have provided transparency with regard to the transactions of 
the government and held the ministers under an obligation to be answerable for what they do. “It is pertinent to note 
that the public should have the right to information — which is called access to information. When public has the 
right to information it can preclude lot of criticism because where there is access to information there is 
transparency in the transactions that are taking place,” said CJ Asoka de Silva. 
http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/wp-admin/post.php?action=edit&post=2376&message=6 

  
07. 11th Nov. - Shantha Fernando released on bail 

Mr. Santha Fernando, the executive secretary for justice and peace of the National Christian Council was arrested 
by the NIB and at the airport on 27th March and detained by the TID was given bail on 11th October 2009. He had 
been on his way to India for a meeting and arrested after finding documents in his luggage concerning the 
humanitarian crisis in the Vanni region. He had been arrested under the provisions of the prevention of terrorism act 
and under the provisions of the emergency regulations. The bail was granted by the judge based on short oral 
submission by the defense and consent of the attorney general Previously, Mr. Fernando’s bail application had 
been rejected by courts, with the reason that the consent of the attorney general is needed in order for a suspect 
arrested under Prevention of Terrorism A ct and Emergency Regulations. 
http://www.lankanewsweb.com/news/EN_2009_11_11_003.html 

 
08. 12

th
 Nov. - Ex HC judge unhappy with police probe on Poddala Jayantha 

Former High Court Judge Mahanama Tillekeratne, Chairman of the Presidential Commission of Inquiry into 
abductions and disappearances said yesterday that he was personally unhappy with Police investigations into 
telephone calls as regards an attack on Lake House journalist Poddala Jayantha. The Commission also inquired 
into unexplained killings and unidentified bodies. 

Chairman Tillekeratne said that he would shortly submit a report to President Mahinda Rajapaksa on Poddala 
Jayantha, who had been brutally assaulted by a group of unidentified persons at Nugegoda a few months ago. 
http://www.island.lk/2009/11/11/news7.html 

09. 13
th

 Nov. -  Lasantha murder – police unable to find information  

The Mirihana police informed the Mount Lavinia court that they have been unable to obtain any valuable information 
from the suspect in custody in connection  with the killing of Sunday Leader Editor Lasantha Wickramathunga.. Mr. 
Wickramathunga was attacked by several persons on  motorbikes near the Aththidiya Malagalage Junior School 
and he succumbed to injuries on admission to Kalubowila hospital.When the case was called for the 24th time, the 
Mirihana police special investigations unit informed court that continued interrogation of the suspect had failed to 
produce any useful information on the killing and investigations should  proceed. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/DM_BLOG/Sections/frmNewsDetailView.aspx?ARTID=67864 

10. 16
th

 Nov. - TV  journalist assaulted 
Swarnawahini TV provincial journalist Sanjeewa Rathnayaka was assaulted when he attempted to cover a story 
related to illegal sale of pregnant cows by officials of Niraviya animal farm, Tambuthegama, Anuradhapuraya. His 
video camera too was damaged by the officials.  Journalists Sanjeewa Rathnayaka was hospitalized after the 
assault,  
http://epaper.lankadeepa.lk/index.php?option=com_blog_calendar&year=2009&month=11&day=21&modid=71 
 
11. 17

th
 Nov.` -  No reasons given for suspension of spokesperson, CaFFE 
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The Kelaniya University has sought two more months to explain the suspension and a disciplinary inquiry against its 
employee Rajith Keerthi Tennakoon, who is the media spokesman for local election monitor Campaign Free and  
Fair. Elections ( CaFFE). The Court of Appeal on Nov. 17 took up a petition filed by Mr. Tennakoon challenging his 
suspension and the conduct of the inquiry as being unlawful.With this request made by the Attorney General's 
Department, a total period of three months has been sought so far to submit the explanations sought from the 
respondents. http://sunandadeshapriya.wordpress.com/2009/11/17/ 

 
12. 17

th
 Nov, - Military obstructs journalists 

The local and foreign media people who went to cover the farewell ceremony of the Security Chief General Sarath 
Fonseka had to face many difficulties with various obstacles. 
The media people gathered in response to an invitation from the Joint Operations Headquarters of the Army. But 
they had to wait outside the gate for more than one hour as a result of denial to enter the premises. 
http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3833:media-people-obstructed-at-
generals-ceremony-&catid=35:local&Itemid=50 
 
13. 20

th
 Nov. - Editor asked to come to Criminal Investigation Dept (CID) 

Chief Editor of ‘Lanka Irida’ Chandana Sirimalwatta was asked to report to the CID immediately to be questioned 
regarding the head line ‘A conspiracy to Assassinate General’ published in this Sundays issue of ‘Lanka Irida’ 
issued to paper stands on Friday. He was interrogated and released on the same day. 
http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3876:lanka-editor-called-to-cid-
&catid=58:breaking-news&Itemid=50 
 
 
14. 21

st
 Nov. - Newspaper posters removed by the Police 

Posters pasted within Anuradhapura town limits advertising ‘Lanka Irida’ weekend Sinhalese newspaper that arrives 
in paper stands on Fridays were removed by police officers in civilian clothes. The posters pasted thrice from 3.00 
a.m. today have been removed by these officers. The police officers had come from Anuradhapura Police head 
office and two of hem had come in a motorbike having the reg. no. NC HW 7200. The paper pasted last weekend 
too had been removed. The posters removed today carried the headline of this weekend’s paper which reads “A 
conspiracy to assassinate General. 
http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3875:police-deployed-to-remove-lanka-
posters-&catid=35:local&Itemid=50 
 
 
15. 22

nd
 Nov. - Sonali receives press freedom award  

Sonali Samarasinghe Wickrematunge, former Editor in Chief of ‘The Morning Leader’ and former Consultant Editor 
of ‘The Sunday Leader’ was awarded this year’s Oxfam Novib/PEN International Freedom of Expression award, in 
recognition of her courage in raising difficult issues about abuse of power and corruption.She joins four others who 
will receive awards. They are: Chi Dang (Vietnam), Maziar Bahari (Iran), Irakli Kakabadze (Georgia) and Daniel 
Coronell (Colombia). http://www.island.lk/2009/11/23/news13.html 

16.  22
nd

 Nov. - Political meetings attacked by gov thugs 
Thugs attacked the electoral council meeting of the UNP for Colombo North organized by Parliamentarian Ravi 
Karunanayake held yesterday. Four people participating at the council meeting including a Member of Colombo 
Municipal Council were admitted to hospital with injuries sustained at the attack. 
http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3878:thugs-attack-ravis-bala-
mandalaya-&catid=35:local&Itemid=50 
 
The meeting to elect JVP members for Kiribathgoda JVP electoral ‘Bala Mandalaya’ was to be held at Kribathgoda 
at 3.30 p.m. today. Before the meeting commenced thugs of Labour Minister ‘Dr’ Mervin Silva broke into the venue 
where the meeting was to be held, destroyed all decorations and assaulted those who were already there making 
arrangements.  A member of the JVP injured in the attack has been admitted to Ragama Teaching Hospital with 
severe injuries. 



mediafreedominsrilanka Monthly report No11 , period covered November 2009 

Compiled by a group of journalists working voluntarily. 
mediafreedominsrilanka@gmail.com  

5 

http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3881:mervins-thugs-attack-jvp-
meeting–one-admitted-to-hospital&catid=35:local&Itemid=50 
 
 
17. 23

rd
 Nov. - Jaffna journalists and media threatened again 

Two black-helmeted persons arriving on motor cycles Tuesday around 7:00 p.m to the offices of Yaazh Thinakkural, 
Uthayan and Valampuri Tamil dailies in Jaffna issued a letter threatening the lives of their journalists and officials for 
publishing false news about ‘terrorists’, causing confusion among the residents of Jaffna peninsula, sources in 
Jaffna said. The letters signed, ‘Alliance Protecting Tamils’, accused the media and its reporters in Jaffna for 
reproducing Indian media released photos of Pirapakaran and Pottu Ammaan taken in 2002 and warned them of 
drastic consequences if they continue in the same manner, the sources added. 
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=30673 
 
18. 23

rd
 Nov. - Police file a case to obtain journalists sources 

The permission sought by the CID to elicit information from the Lankaenews.com  about the source of their 
information regarding a news item published by them was refused by The Chief Magistrate of Magistrate Court No. 
01, Nishantha Hapuarachchi. The Lanka e news published an article on Nov. 06th under the caption ‘the Minister 
requests IGP to transfer disobedient Police officers’. The CID had questioned the Lanka e news Editor, 
Sandaruwan Senadheera on the 18th Nov. in connection with this news item and recorded a statement after asking 
how this news was received, and from whom. As the Editor refused to divulge the source of information, the CID 
requested an order from the Chief Magistrate to collect this information. 
http://www.lankaenews.com/English/news.php?id=8707 

  
19. 24

th
 Nov. - Website hacked  

Lanka News Web, a popular trilingual Sri Lanka related news website accuses authorities of hacking its Sinhala 
language site .The editor of the website, who wished to remain anonymous, told BBC Sinhala service that Sri Lanka 
authorities are doing ‘everything possible’ to prevent users accessing the site. The site is one of two known news 
websites, including Tamilnet, that are barred in Sri Lanka. “They tried their level best to block the site in Sri Lanka. 
Now they have adopted another tactic by hacking. But we managed to overcome it by adapting to a mirror site,” the 
editor said. http://www.bbc.co.uk/sinhala/news/story/2009/11/091123_lankanewsweb_hacked.shtml 
 
 
20. 25

th
 Nov. - Police grab political posters  

A gang of policemen at Pettah in Colombo has grabbed a stock of posters being taken by a member of the JVP 
today evening states the media unit of the JVP. The posters announcing a JVP rally to be held at Nugegoda on the 
30th were grabbed by the police when the member of the JVP was taking them from Panchikawatta to Ampara. 
While the JVP member was on his way to the bus stand at Pettah a group of policemen in civilian clothes had 
arrived in a jeep, stopped the JVP member and had said they wanted to check him to see whether he was carrying 
bombs. Later, the policemen had grabbed the posters and put them in the jeep, had inspected the identity card and 
the mobile phone the JVP member had with him. They had handed over the identity card but had taken away the 
mobile phone and the stock of posters. 
http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3908:police-grab-jvp-
posters&catid=34:lead-news&Itemid=50 

 
 

 
 
 

 


