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1. 03rd    Dec  2009 -  Peaceful protest by teachers attacked 

 A tense situation prevailed at Kollupitiya Junction last evening, when police used tear 
gas to disperse a group of protestors from the All Ceylon Assistant Teachers’ Union 
who staged a demonstration. The assistant teachers were demanding that their 
appointments be made permanent. Six protestors were arrested by the police. Twelve 
persons, including six policemen, were injured during the clash 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/DM_BLOG/Sections/frmNewsDetailView.aspx?ARTID=69779  

 

2. 05th   Dec  2009 -  Ban on reporting IDPs still in force 

Sri Lanka has maintained its ban on journalists reporting the plight of war-displaced 
civilians who have been allowed out of their internment camps, officials said 
Friday.Foreign minister Rohitha Bogollagama declared in a BBC interview Tuesday that 
the media now had full access, prompting a flood of requests from reporters to travel 
to the former war zone in the north. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/DM_BLOG/Sections/frmNewsDetailView.aspx?ARTID=69887 

3. 06th   Dec  2009 -  Business Tycoon threatens journalist 

Controversial businessman Harry Jayawardene abused and threatened a Business 
Times journalist on Friday saying he could send her ‘to a place where you won’t ever 
come back from.” The ugly incident by one of Sri Lanka’s richest men occurred at a 
seasonal cocktails hosted by a Colombo five-star hotel in full view of many top 
corporate executives who watched in amazement at the threats and intimidation 
levelled at Business Times journalist Duruthu Edirimuni Chandrasekera. 
http://www.sundaytimes.lk/091206/News/nws_08.html  

 

4. 06th   Dec  2009 -  TV crew attacked at UNP convention  

An unidentified group of men set upon ITN journalists who went to cover the United 
National Front meeting at Welisara. Five journalists including cameramen from the 
Independent Television Network (ITN) covering the special political convention of the 
United National Front at the Nawaloka Grounds, Welisara were set upon by a group of 
UNF political supporters and attacked, Police sources told the `Sunday Observer.’ UNP 
leader Ranil Wickremesinghe and common candidate Sarath Fonseka were present at 
the rally. 
http://www.sundayobserver.lk/2009/12/06/pol01.asp 

 

5. 06th   Dec  2009 -  Prayer center attacked  

A prayer centre at Croosewatta, Ja-Ela was attacked, and two vehicles belonging to the 
church were set on fire by an unidentified group yesterday. The Army, the Special Task 
Force (STF) and a special team from the Ja-Ela Police had been deployed in the area to 
arrest the suspects and maintain law and order in the area, said police media 
spokesman SSP I.M Karunaratne. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/DM_BLOG/Sections/frmNewsDetailView.aspx?ARTID=70009 

 

 

6. 08th   Dec  2009 -  Threats to journalists is a defense matter, says governor  

The Governor of Northern Province, Major Gen. G. A. Chandrasiri, said that the issue of 
death threats being issued to journalists at a time when the government claims that 
normalcy reigns in Jaffna is a matter of defence and hence out of his area of power, in 
response to questions raised by journalists, in a special press meet held by the 
governor Monday in Jaffna Secretariat. 
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=30754 
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7. 08th   Dec  2009 -  Church for 3rd time  attacked by mob 

Catholics have taken to the streets to demand more security after a church in Colombo 
archdiocese was attacked for the third time in as many years. An estimated 200 people 
armed with an assortment of weapons stormed into Our Lady Rosa Mystica Church in 
Croos Watta, in the Ja-ela area, on Dec. 6, soon after the 7 a.m. Mass finished. The 
mob, suspected to be Buddhist extremists, set about smashing construction materials 
and the interior of the church. Witnesses said they also tried to attack the priest, who 
managed to flee with parishioners. The mob then set fire to the priest’s car. No one 
was injured in the incident. 
http://www.ucanews.com/2009/12/07/church-outside-capital-attacked-after-sunday-
mass/ 
 

 

8. 09th   Dec  2009 -  Hindu temples destroyed in Trincomalee 

Eastern Province Hindu Association (EPHA) has expressed its deep grief and strong 
condemnation against the theft of the Sivalingam of Akaththiyar Thaapanam at Kangu-
veali in Moothoor and the destruction of a Murukan koayil on Kunchithapaatha Malai 
and the construction of a Buddhist Vihara at its location, in Trincomalee district, in a 
report released by EPHA president Thiyageswaran. 
http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=30764 
 

 

 

9. 10th   Dec  2009 -  Journalist Tissanayaigam spends 1ooth day in hard labour 

Today is also the one hundredth day Tamil journalist J.S. Tissanaiyagam will 
spend imprisoned doing hard labour. He has already spent over six hundred days 
in prison. On 31 August 2009, Tissa was sentenced by the High Court in Colombo to an 
incredible twenty years of rigorous imprisonment under the draconian Prevention of 
Terrorism Act (PTA). 
http://www.groundviews.org/2009/12/10/100-days-in-hard-labour-and-counting-the-
plight-of-j-s-tissainayagam/ 

 
10. 10th  Dec 2009-  JVP election propaganga groups attacked by thugs  

Members of the JVP who were engaged in propaganda campaign of the common 
candidate Gen. Sarath Fonseka have been attacked at several places yesterday (9th) 
night and today (10th) morning states the media unit of the JVP. According to the 
media unit of the JVP a group of JVP supporters and members engaged in the election 
campaign at a place between Maradana police station and the flyover was attacked by 
policemen who had arrived in several police vehicles. 
http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4036:th
ug-attacks-on-jvp-members-engaged-in-election-campaign&catid=35:local&Itemid=50 
 

 

 

 

11. 10th  Dec 2009-  Lasantha case investigations given to CID 

Investigations into the killing of Sunday Leader Editor Lasantha Wickremetunga had 
been handed over to the CID on the instructions of the IGP, Mirihana police informed 
the Mount Lavinia Magistrate court, yesterday. This was informed when the matter was 
taken up before Mount Lavinia Chief Magistrate Harsha Setunga.Sunday Leader Editor 
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Lasantha Wickremetunga was murdered on January 8 this year by group that had 
come on motor-bicycles near the Malagalage school in Attidiya at noon. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/DM_BLOG/Sections/frmNewsDetailView.aspx?ARTID=70421 

 

12. 12th Dec 2009-  Police file a case to obtain source of a news story 

Police filed a case against www.lankaenews.editor Sandaruwan Senadeera to obtain 
information on his sources of a news story related to  a government minister under the 
caption under the caption ‘Minister requests IGP to transfer disobedient police 
officers‘This is the first time in SL’s history the CID has sought Court assistance to 
obtain the source of news. Later police withdrew the case. 
http://www.lankaenews.com/English/news.php?id=8787 
 

 
13. 13th  Dec 2009 -   Police arrives at TV station to stop a programme  

Replay of a TV programme in which Ms. Susanthika Jayasinghe participated when Mr. 
S.B. Dissanayake was the Minister of Sports telecast by TNL TV channel Thursday 
(10th) night was immediately stopped by the police. At the telecast Ms. Jayasinghe 
talks about the sex abuse she was subjected to at the Ministry of Sports. However, 
while the programme was being telecast TNL suddenly stopped the programme at 
about 10.50 p.m. stating they had to do it due to an unavoidable reason. A higher 
official of TNL TV channel told ‘Lankatruth’ that a team of senior police officers who had 
come to TNL office had threatened them to stop the programme immediately. 
http://www.lankanewsweb.com/news/EN_2009_12_12_007.html 
 
 

14. 13th Dec  2009-  General Fonseka and Gotabhaya exchange charges on 

journalists were abducted and killed 

Gen. (retd.) Sarath Fonseka continues to insist he had nothing to do with murder, 
assaults, intimidation, harassment or the white-van abductions of journalists, 
democracy activists and others. A response to those remarks by Gen. Fonseka came 
from Defence Secretary, Lt. Col. (retd.) Gotabhaya Rajapaksa, his arch foe now. He 
told our sister paper the Irida Lankadeepa (November 29) during a lengthy interview, 
“he (retired Gen. Fonseka) is now saying something else. He is belatedly talking of 
media freedom.” 
http://www.sundaytimes.lk/091213/Columns/political.html 
 
 

15. 13th Dec  2009 - President wanted TV programme stopped 

The TNL network ran an interview the late Lasantha Wickrematunga, Editor of The 
Sunday Leader, had with celebrated athlete Susanthika Jayasinghe years ago. There 
she was levelling allegations of a very uncomfortable and personal nature against Mr. 
S.B.Dissanayake, who recently crossed over to ruling party. Viewers of the TNL 
programme were apparently shocked when a Sinhala announcement appeared on their 
screens. It said that further screening of the programme was not possible due to 
‘unavoidable circumstances.’ TNL boss Shan Wickremesinghe said  in his radio network 
the following morning  President Mahinda Rajapaksa had telephoned him and asked 
that the airing of the programme be stopped. “He is such a nice person. Out of respect 
for him I stopped it,” he said. 
http://www.sundaytimes.lk/091213/News/nws_05.html 
 

 
16. 16th Dec 2009 - Petition to SC  on state media election coverage    
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Three fundamental rights petitions filed by General Sarath Fonseka regarding the 
conduct of state media institutions were taken up for consideration before the Supreme 
Court today. Attorneys at law appearing on behalf of the petitioner informed court that 
none of the guidelines issued by the Commissioner of Elections with regard to the 
presidential election have been adhered to. They noted that it was the reason, the 
plaintiff had to seek redress through court. ( Later SC proposed EC to set up guide 
lines) 
http://www.srilankaguardian.org/2009/12/sc-takes-up-generals-fr-petition-on.html 
 

17. 17th Dec 2009 - State media black out opposition candidate on nomination 

day  

The State television channel SLRC which covered the proceedings of the handing over 
of nominations at the Election secretariat today did not telecast or  mention of the 
opposition common Presidential candidate Gen. Sarath Fonseka during its 2 ½ hours 
long live telecast in English, Sinhala and Tamil. His handing over of nominations paper 
to the Election commissioner was also not telecast. What is most atrocious about the 
whole episode is the State TV carefully made these glaring omissions despite 
mentioning the names of the other candidates over 20 to 30 times. 
http://www.lankaenews.com/English/news.php?id=8811 
 

18. 19th Dec. 2009-  Defense secretary sent a letter demand to Sunday Leader 

Defence Secretary Gotabhaya Rajapaksa’s Attorney at Law Sanath Wijewardane has 
sent a letter of demand for one billion rupees to the Sunday Leader newspaper 
Chairman Lal Wickramatunga and Editor Fredrica Jansz as damages for publishing two 
articles defamatory of the Defence Secretary on December 6 and December 12, 2009. 
The Attorney at Law pointing out that the District Court of Mount Lavinia had ordered 
the Sunday Leader to be restrained in publishing such news in two cases filed by 
Defence Secretary Gotabhaya Rajapaksa.. The Sunday Leader had given an 
undertaking to the District Court but that undertaking had been breached by publishing 
these two articles, the letter of demand stated. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/DM_BLOG/Sections/frmNewsDetailView.aspx?ARTID=71192 

 

19. 21st Dec. 2009 - SC granted leave to proceed on e mail content case 

The Supreme Court granted leave to proceed with the fundamental rights violation 
petition filed by a Tamil Doctor who has been interdicted on his alleged comment made 
in responding to an email message sent by his colleague. Petitioner Dr Murali  stated 
that it was disclosed to him that a preliminary inquiry was being conducted regarding 
an email in which he expressed a personal opinion in a reply e-mailed to Dr 
Chrishantha Abeysena, whose original email forwards a link to a webpage. The 
Petitioner stated that his comments in the said email were made as a result of concern, 
he felt towards the situation of IDPs and the responsibility of medical professionals. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/DM_BLOG/Sections/frmNewsDetailView.aspx?ARTID=71368 
and http://www.lankanewsweb.com/news/EN_2009_12_09_002.html  
 

 

20. 21st Dec. 2009  -  Media guidelines by EC for election coverage 

Amidst allegations and counter allegations with regard to the behavior of the print and 
electronic media in the Presidential election campaign, Elections Commissioner 
Dayananda Dissanayake has issued a set of 21 point guidelines to be followed by the 
media during the period.The Commissioner would review the behaviour of private and 
state media from tomorrow in the run up to the Presidential election and take a firm 
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decision on appointing a ‘Competent Authority’ to monitor the conduct of the media, a 
deputy commissioner who wished to remain anonymous said yesterday. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/DM_BLOG/Sections/frmNewsDetailView.aspx?ARTID=71281 
 

21. 23rd  Dec 2009 - AG approves bail to Tissa  

The Attorney General has informed the Court of Appeal that he has no objection if bail 
is given to editor and veteran journalist J. S. Tissainayagam who has been jailed for 20 
years by the High Court of Colombo. Mr. Tissainayagama appealed against the 
conviction and the matter came up before the Appeal Court bench comprising Justices 
Sarath de Abrew and Upali Abeyratne. The Attorney General had indicated that the 
State had no objection if Mr. Tissainayagam was released on bail pending his appeal 
against the conviction in Court of Appeal. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/DM_BLOG/Sections/frmNewsDetailView.aspx?ARTID=71484 
 

 

22. 23rd  Dec 2009- Magistrate criticizes police action on right to association    

The sudden cancellation of the permission to hold the JVP rally that was to be held at 
Ananda Samarakone Memorial Arena at Nugegoda, Colombo on November 30th is a 
malicious hostile act said Gandodawila Magistrate on 22nd  Dec. 2009. When the case 
against the Municipal Commissioner of Kotte MC was taken up  the Magistrate said the 
Commissioner had cancelled the permission obtained earlier basing on fabrications and 
such an act was a violation of human rights. The JVP had been given permission earlier 
to hold the rally.He also stated the JVP should be compensated for the violation of 
human rights and instructed the case be filed in a higher court. 
http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4134:ca
ncelling-the-venue-for-jvp-rally-is-a-malicious-act–gangodawila-magistrate-
&catid=35:local&Itemid=50 
 

23. 23rd  Dec 2009-  IFJ led mission releases report on Sri Lanka 

The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) today released the report of a press 
freedom mission to Sri Lanka, identifying key challenges for the country’s journalists 
and media at the end of 25 years of internal conflict and the inauguration of a new 
phase of political contests. 
http://www.ifex.org/sri_lanka/2009/12/23/sri_lanka_mission/ 
 

24. 25th Dec 2009-  TV station threatened over President's speech telecast  

While President Mahinda Rajapakse’s speech was telecast over ‘Sirasa’ TV channel on 
24th  at 7.00 p.m. during main news telecast, the teleprompter used for his speeches 
was clearly visible and a senior member of presidential media unit has telephoned 
‘Sirasa’ and threatened the media institution regarding telecasting the scene. He had 
threatened ‘Sirasa’ not to telecast any other scenes but only the recordings sent by the 
presidential media unit. Hence, ‘Sirasa’ has telecast the recording given to them by the 
presidential media unit at their 10.00 p.m. news telecast. 
http://www.lankatruth.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4151:sir
asa-threatened-for-displaying-presidents-incompetence-&catid=35:local&Itemid=50 

 
 

25. 26th  Dec 2009 – Journalists documents set on fire 

All documents related to news reports sent by Kurunagala Lankadeepa correspondent 
Pushpakumara Jayarathna wa set on fire by a gang went in to his house on 26th night. 
On that date  Jayarathana was in Colombo General Hospital being treated for some 
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illness. According to news reports this a politician who crossed over to ruling party was 
behind this act. 
http://www.lankaenews.com/Sinhala/news.php?id=11675 
 

26. 28th  Dec 2009 -  General(retired) sends a letter demand to Sunday Leader 

Presidential hopeful of the common opposition Sarath Fonseka has sent a letter of 
demand to Frederica Jansz, the chief editor of ‘The Sunday Leader.’ In the letter of 
demand, Gen. Fonseka claims that a remark made by him in the course of an interview 
given to the Sunday newspaper had been taken out of context to create incorrect 
news.Sent through Gen. Fonseka’s lawyers, it seeks a correction carried in the 
newspaper within 14 days.-- --- 
http://www.groundviews.org/2009/12/29/%E2%80%98uncivilising%E2%80%99-sri-
lanka/ 
 

27. 30th  Dec 2009-  State electronic media to be monitored by EC 

Elections Commissioner Dayananda Dissanayake  decided to appoint former civil 
servant Jayampathi Hettiarachchi to monitor the state electronic media in the run up to 
the presidential election scheduled for January 26, 2010 according to guidelines set by 
him. The Commissioner has reportedly ruled out the possibility for him to act with 
regard to the state print media because of a Supreme Court ruling. The Commissioner 
has powers under the 17th Amendment to the Constitution to appoint a Competent 
Authority.  The opposition has demanded such a measure to control the state media 
operating in a partisan manner. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/DM_BLOG/Sections/frmNewsDetailView.aspx?ARTID=72124  

 

28.  30th Dec. 2009 -  Jaffna still a prohibited zone for journalists 

Restriction on the travel of media persons to Jaffna peninsula via A-9 highway still 
remains, Director General of the Media Centre for National Security, Lakshman 

Hulugalla, told media in Colombo on 29th Dec 2009. The procedure applied to the media 

during and immediately after the end of war still remains. Hence all media personnel need 

to get permission from the Ministry of Defence (MOD) to visit Jaffna peninsula via A-9 

highway, Hulugalla added. http://www.tamilnet.com/art.html?catid=13&artid=30912 

 

 

29. 30th Dec 2009 -  Newspaper copies set on fire 

 Jaffna Muslims angry over the news story that ‘dog meat was found in a Muslim (Kotthu 

 Rotti)  hotel at the fifth junction in Jaffna’ the ‘Valampuri’ Tamil daily carried in its issue 

 today,  protested over this story carrying placards. They set fire to today’s issue of 

 ‘Valampuri’ while the trusties of the Mohamadiya Jummah mosque in Jaffna released 

 report  condemning this story. 

 http://muslimguardian.com/ 
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