
Concerns about the displaced people from the Vanni, Sri Lanka 
 

A. Concerns regarding displaced people who have returned their own places  
 

1. Security –  killing in Kilinochchi , Rape in Adampan (Mannar district) despite heavy 
security military presence and general fear of young people go out in the evening and 
night 

2. Barring relatives and friends, religious leaders from visiting families that had newly 
returned to Mullaitivu district  

3. Lack of free access of international and national aid agencies and media to newly returned 
areas 

4. Sinhala Buddhist cultural domination of predominantly Tamil Hindu - Christian areas in 
the North  (E.g. road signs in Sinhalese where there is no Sinhala population,  Buddhist 
monuments in areas where there are no Buddhist population and revival of Sinhalese 
names for traditional Tamil cities) 

5. Lack of opportunities and facilities to engage in traditional livelihood in fishing and 
agriculture (unavailability of land due o take over by military and landmines clearances, 
lack of fishing equipment)  

6. Beating of fishermen by the navy 
7. Inadequate arrangements for education of children.( many children compelled to study 

under trees, too many teachers for some schools and lack of teachers for other schools, 
lack of essential facilities for teachers, such as accommodation and transport facilities) 

8. Predominant roll of the military over civil authority in relation to return and resettlement 
9. Inadequate humanitarian assistance provided by the GOSL and restrictions on aid 

agencies to provide humanitarian assistance  
10. Defranchisation of the newly returned IDPs in the January 2010 Presidential elections 

and fears of same in the April 2010 General elections  
11. Harassment of newly returned people through cordon search operations in Jaffna 

 

B. Concerns regarding displaced persons who are yet to return to their own places (in 
camps & with host families) 

12. Specific return process to be expedited with clear time table according to DS/GS 
Divisions. 

13. Humanitarian assistance to be provided to all displaced persons irrespective of their 
decisions there with host families or IDPs camps 

14. Minimize screening process after returning to own villages, for those who had already 
been subjected to severe screening process for several months 

15. Free access to the camps for aid agencies, media and other visitors 
16. Scaling down of humanitarian assistance such as health care, complimentary food etc.  
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