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Expert Panel to Advice on 
Accountability -  

UNSG 
 
 
 

The Panel will advise UN Secretary-General 
on the implementation of the commitment on 
human rights accountability made in the Joint 
Statement issued by President Rajapaksa of 
Sri Lanka and UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon in May 2009.  
 
The panel will look into the modalities, 
applicable international standards and 
comparative experience with regard to 
accountability processes, taking into account 
the nature and scope of any alleged violations 
in Sri Lanka.  
 
It will be available as a resource to Sri Lankan 
authorities should they wish to avail 
themselves of its expertise in implementing 
the commitment. 
 
Source: 
http://www.un.org/apps/sg/sgstats.asp?nid=4627  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Commission on Lessons 
Learned and 

reconciliation –  
GOSL 

 
 
The commissioners are to inquire and report 
on the following: 

1. The facts and circumstances which led to 
the failure of the ceasefire agreement 
operationalized on 21 February 2002 and the 
sequence of events that followed thereafter 
up to 19 May 2009. 

2. Whether any person, group, or institution 
directly or indirectly bear responsibility in this 
regard. 

3. The lessons learnt from those events and 
their attendant concerns, in order to ensure 
that there will be no recurrence. 

4. The methodology whereby restitution to 
any person affected by those events or their 
dependents or to heirs, can be effected. 

5. The institutional administrative and 
legislative measures which need to be taken 
in order to prevent any recurrence of such 
concerns in the future, and to promote further 
national unity and reconciliation among all 
communities, and to make any such other 
recommendations with reference to any of the 
matters that have been inquired into under 
the terms of this Warrant. 
http://www.colombopage.com/archive_10A/May17_1274
101375JV.php 

TWO ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISMS RECENTLY ESTABLISHED 
 

Lessons Learned Commission of GOSL   Expert panel of UNSG 

Mandates 

Both reports will be available by 
end of the year 2010 
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''Sri Lanka reiterated its strongest commitment to the promotion and protection of 

human rights, in keeping with international human rights standards and Sri Lanka's 

international obligations. The Secretary-General underlined the importance of an 

accountability process for addressing violations of international humanitarian and 

human rights law. The government will take measures to address those grievances. […]” 
From the Joint communiqué of UNSG and GOSL President: http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2009/sg2151.doc.htm  

 

UN GOSL 
  

Standards for accountability –  
Ban Ki-moon, UNSG 

 

“This joint statement 
contained a commitment 
related to ensuring an 
accountability process for 
addressing violations of 
international humanitarian 

and human rights laws […] 
 
The panel I am establishing will advise me on 
the standards, benchmarks and parameters, 
based on international experience, that must 
guide any accountability process such as the one 
mentioned in the joint statement. Now this 
panel will report to me directly and not to 
another body.” 
 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=34102&Cr
=sri+lanka&Cr1=  
 

 

Unwarranted and hostile –  
Prof. G.L. Peiris, Foreign Minister, GOSL 

 

"Sri Lanka regards the 
appointment of the Sri Lanka – 
Panel of Experts as an 
unwarranted and unnecessary 
interference with a sovereign 
nation.  

 
This interference […] has potential for exploitation 
by vested interests hostile to the process of 
reconciliation taking place in Sri Lanka. […] [T]he 
joint statement […] makes no reference to 
allegations of violations of international 
humanitarian law committed during military 
operations between the Government of Sri Lanka 
and the Liberation of Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)” 
 
http://www.news.lk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view
&id=15776&Itemid=44 

 

Lessons learned commission not relevant  
Philip Alston, UN Special Rapporteur on 

Extra-judicial Executions 
 

“[T]he Commission on Lessons 
Learnt and Reconciliation (LLRC) 
has not […] been appointed to 
look into alleged war crimes. […] 
[I]ts purpose is to find out the 
root causes of the terrorist 

problem. There is not a single mention of 
‘human rights’, ‘humanitarian law’, ‘violations’, 
‘war crimes’, or any comparable term. The 
mandate accorded by the government very 
carefully avoids any of these issues. Of course, 
the fact that any such crimes occurred, has 
consistently been denied by the government. 
But the detailed and deeply troubling allegations 
won’t magically disappear.” 
 
http://www.thesundayleader.lk/2010/06/20/alston-slams-
commission-on-lessons-learnt-and-reconciliation/  
 

 

I challenge you to prove charges 
Gotabaya Rajapaksha, Defense Secretary, 

GOSL 
 

Sri Lanka's top defense official 
challenged international rights 
groups to produce evidence of war 
crimes allegedly committed in the 
final months of the country's civil 
war. “If there is evidence, it can be 
brought to the notice of the 

established Sri Lankan judicial system. […] 
 
They can even go through lawyers and inform the 
police […] I challenge them to produce evidence 
[of war crimes]. There is no point in giving 
photographs and videos to the media. We have an 
established legal system. Use it.” 
 
 
http://www.news.lk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view
&id=15715&Itemid=44  

 

Responses  



 

 3 

 

 

Dangerously uncharted territory, without precedent 
Dayan Jayathilaka, Former SL Ambassador to the UN, Geneva 
 
"Ban Ki Moon can have an expert panel to advise him about anything if he wants and that is his 
business […] the panel does not necessarily violate the Sri Lankan sovereignty" Source: Lanka Truth 

"The UN Secretary General has gone ahead and done something which is highly selective and has 
precedent setting implications which are negative. This is dangerously uncharted territory, territory 
without precedent, so one does not know what the status of the outcome - the product of the 
panel’s deliberation-will be. This could be merely the thin end of the wedge."  
Source: http://transcurrents.com/tc/2010/07/panel_on_sri_lanka_is_not_a_mo.html#more  
 
 

Another attempt of deception 
M.C.M Iqbal, Former Secretary Commissions of Disappearances 1995 & Adviser IIGEP 2006 

 

"The recently appointed ‘Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission’ in connection with the 
incidents relating to the conflict, is bound to be another attempt at deception by the government 
which has now become well known for adopting such dubious tactics. As stated earlier this 
Commission is headed by the former Attorney General who crossed swords with IIGEP when he 
was in service and was well known for his pro-government views."  
Source: http://www.groundviews.org/2010/05/29/the-latest-commission-of-inquiry-in-sri-lanka-another-exercise-in-
deception/#comment-19789  
 
 

State sovereignty vs. people’s sovereignty  
Surendra Rupasinghe, CPP (M), Sri Lanka 
 
“The state is accountable to the people from whom it is supposed to derive its mandate to decide 
and rule. If any section of the people feel that their fundamental rights have been violated, they 
have the supreme right to seek justice, if even in international jurisdictional institutions, if they 
have no confidence in the domestic system of justice This is the essence of people’s sovereignty 
that stands supremely above state and national sovereignty.”  
Source: http://www.lankanewsweb.com/EN_FEATURE/FEATURE_10_07_19_001.html  

 
 

If the government has nothing to hide … 
B. Muralidhar Reddy, Frontline, Delhi. 

 
"If the government has nothing to hide about the conduct of the war, as Rajapaksa and others in 
his regime have said, why is it so allergic to a mere advisory panel to the U.N. Secretary-General? 
The answer perhaps lies in the gap in the perceptions of the government and the U.N. on the 
commitments made by Colombo to Ban Ki-moon. It is true that there is no specific reference in the 
joint statement on the alleged human rights violations and the accountability process. But there is 
also no movement on the promises made by the President on most issues." 
Source: http://www.frontline.in/stories/20100813271604800.htm  
 
 

Sinister Objective 
Editorial, The Island 
 

"The incumbent UNSG's conduct is 'deplorable and reprehensible' […] The UN is being manipulated 
by him at the behest of a few western governments to promote the cause of some terror lobbies on 
the pretext of protecting human rights. Look at the way Ban Ki-moon and the like have sought to 
bypass the Human Rights Council and the Security Council to achieve their sinister objective of 
harassing Sri Lanka by appointing a panel, which is seen as a precursor to a war crimes probe." 
Source: http://www.defence.lk/new.asp?fname=20100723_01  

Selected Comments  
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Russia: UNSG should have consulted 
Security Council 

 

The UN Secretary-General […] should 
apparently have asked the opinion of the 
Security Council or the General Assembly on 
this matter. But this has not happened. What 
also makes us cautious is the fact that this 
decision was taken without regard to the 
position of a sovereign state and a member of 
the UN – Sri Lanka. 
 

The Russian Foreign Ministry noted that the 
panel of experts does not intend to visit Sri 
Lanka and will not take any steps that would 
complicate the investigation being conducted 
by the authorities of Colombo. 
 
See: http://www.defence.pk/forums/world-affairs/63026-
russia-supports-sri-lanka-russia-slams-un-panel-sri-
lanka.html  
 
 

EU welcomes and hopes GOSL will 
corporate 

 

The European Union welcomed on 22 June 
2010 the appointment of the UN Panel of 
Experts […]. The EU encourages the GOSL to 
cooperate fully, including through the Lessons 
Learnt and Reconciliation Commission 
appointed by President Rajapaksa, with the 
members of the Panel.  
 
See:http://www.eutrio.be/files/bveu/media/documents/1
15592.pdf  
 
 

India: Jayalalithaa welcomes and says 
50,000 killed 

 

Former Tamil Nadu chief minister J 
Jayalalithaa welcomed the appointment of a 
three-member UN panel to look into rights 
abuses and war crimes in Sri Lanka.  
 
Criticizing the Sri Lankan government's 
decision to deny visas to the UN delegation, 
Jayalalithaa said: "The act smacks of guilt. If 
the Mahinda Rajapakse government has 
nothing to hide, it should have no objection to 
allowing the UN delegation free access to 
their country."  
 
See: http://www.hindustantimes.com/Jayalalithaa-
welcomes-UN-panel-on-Sri-Lanka/Article1-565840.aspx  
 

 

Japan: Reconcile with UN 
 

Japanese Foreign Minister Katsuya Okada, 
who met his Sri Lankan counterpart G.L Peiris 
in Tokyo, urged Sri Lanka to reconcile with 
the United Nations following their standoff 
over alleged war crimes committed by 
government forces in the country.  
 

Meanwhile Japanese Cabinet ministers urged 
visiting Sri Lankan External Affairs Minister 
G.L Peiris to allay international concerns over 
alleged war crimes committed last year by Sri 
Lankan forces in the country.  
 
See: http://www.dailymirror.lk/index.php/news/5437-
reconcile-with-un.html  
 
 

China backs GOSL and helps Sri Lanka 
 
China believes that the Sri Lankan 
government and its people are capable of 
handling various issues. China hopes the 
international community, including UN 
Secretary General, can create a favorable 
external environment for the Sri Lankan 
government to stabilize its internal situation 
and accelerate economic development. 
 
See: http://sify.com/news/china-backs-sri-lanka-s-
opposition-to-un-rights-panel-news-international-
khbsOggjheb.htm  

 

 
 

Co-operate with UNSG Penal -  

The Elders 
 

� Co-operate with the UN Secretary-

General’s panel of experts on 

accountability, including granting visas if 

requested. 

� Allow domestic and international NGOs and 

media to carry out their work in Sri Lanka 

without harassment, intimidation or undue 

restrictions.  

� Ensure the security of United Nations 

operations and personnel 
 
See: http://www.theelders.org/media/mediareleases/sri-
lankas-disturbing-actions-met-by-deafening-global-

silence  

International opinions 

This issue was produced with the support of  
and was compiled and edited by S. Deshapriya and M. Told,  
email: srilankabrief@gmail.com  


