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Presidential Election & 

Violence 
 

The 5th Presidential Election in Sri Lanka will 

be held on 26 January 2010. Regularly held 

free and fair elections are the backbone of a 

functioning democracy. The International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
recognizes the right to vote for every citizen.  

 

In Sri Lanka, pre-election violence has hit an 

all time high and misuse of state property, 

including state controlled media, is a major 

concern. The Election Commissioner 

Dayananda Dissanayaka has issued a number 

of directives to police and government 

authorities to ensure free and fair Presidential 

election. However, most of these have been 

overruled by state authorities, including 

media and the police. Consequently, the 

Election Commissioner has for the first time 

expressed his disappointment regarding the 

treatment of these directives by the 

government. The noncompliance of the 

Election Comissioner’s directives and the 

high-level of violence undermine the 

legitimacy of the election process and the 

trust to rule in law.  

  

Angry Sri Lankan Election 
Commissioner to quit after elections 

 
As a result of this non-compliance, the 

Election Commissioner, Dayananda 

Dissanayake, has withdrawn the officer 

appointed to monitor the state media during 

the pre-election period. Dissanayake told 

political parties that he will resign as he is 

disappointed with the election process in the 

country and the disregard of the political 

parties to follow his recommendations. The 

Commissioner has emphasised earlier that 

the implementation of the 17th amendment to 

the Constitution is a necessary pre-condition 
for free and fair elections.  

For more related news: see Earlier EC threatened to 
withdraw from holding the election   and  election 
coverage guide lines by the Election Commissioner  

 

 Election Violence hit 752 mark 
 
 Type of Incidents 

 Major incidents   - 344 
 Minor incidents   - 408 
 Firearms Involved  - 114 

  
 Category of Major Incidents 

 Murder     - 05 
 Attempted Murder   - 05 
 Grievous Hurt   - 33 
 Hurt    - 40 
 Assault   - 90 
 Arson    - 16 
 Threat and Intimidation - 100 
 Misuse of State Resources - 42 
 Robbery    - 13 
 
 Source: Center for Monitoring Election Violence 
 (CMEV) 
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UN 

Statement 
attributable to the 
Spokesperson for 
the Secretary-
General on Sri Lanka  
 
New York, 20 January 2010 

 

 

The UN Secretary-General is concerned about 

the growing violence in the lead-up to the 

presidential election in Sri Lanka, including 

the reported killing of political activists. He 

appealed in his statement to all parties in Sri 

Lanka and their supporters to show restraint 

and refrain from violence, to adhere to the 

electoral laws and rules, and to avoid 

provocative acts throughout the election 

period and its aftermath. The peaceful 

conduct of the first post-conflict national 

election is of the highest importance for long-

term peace and reconciliation in Sri Lanka. 

EU 
Statement by High Representative / 
Vice President Catherine Ashton on 
Sri Lanka’s pre-election situation 

“The High Representative of the European 

Union is deeply concerned by mounting pre-

electoral violence in Sri Lanka, which has 

already caused deaths and numerous injured. 

She recalls the EU’s firm conviction that a 

peaceful environment is an essential 

prerequisite to free and fair elections. The 

High Representative calls on all Parties in Sri 

Lanka to actively contribute to a climate of 

serenity in which the people of Sri Lanka can 

choose their political leadership in free, fair 
and unbiased elections” 

 

 
 
 
EU warns GSP+ ‘out’ if elections not 

free and fair 
 

The EU now threatens withdrawal of GSP+ if 

elections are not free and fair.   

 

The EU warned the government that they will 

permanently remove the GSP+ facility if Sri 

Lankans are not permitted to elect a leader of 

their choice in a free and fair election. The EU 

has written to the Sri Lankan embassy in 

Brussels, Belgium regarding the issue. 

 

The EU has informed that certain conditions 

have to be met before they reinstate the 

concession which has been temporarily 

suspended. Apart from that, another 

important condition is to conduct a free and 

fair election where people will be given a 

chance to vote for a candidate of their choice 

without undue influence or intimidation. 

If election irregularities are reported the EU 

has stated that it will revoke the GSP+ 

concession even before the results are 

announced. 

 

Article 25 - ICCPR 

Every citizen shall have the right and the 

opportunity, without any of the distinctions 

mentioned in article 2 and without 
unreasonable restrictions: 

(a) To take part in the conduct of public 

affairs, directly or through freely chosen 
representatives; 

(b) To vote and to be elected at genuine 

periodic elections which shall be by 

universal and equal suffrage and shall be 

held by secret ballot, guaranteeing the free 
expression of the will of the electors; 

(c) To have access, on general terms of 

equality, to public service in his country. 
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Misuse of State Resources 

– an ominous trend 
 

Some instance highlighted by the Programme 

for the Protection of Public Resources (PPPR) 

 

Misuse of Temple Trees and other official 

residences of the President for election 

meetings 

Misuse of the official residence of the leader 

of the Opposition for election meetings 

New Year sms-greeting by the President to 

12 M subscribers sent free of charge by 

providers  

Misuse of state buildings and vehicles 

Engagement of foreign service officers, 

secretaries of ministries and other public 

officials for election work 

Involvements of the police in the election 

campaign 

Misuse of state media and government 

information for the election campaign 

Hoardings and advertisements sponsored by 

public institutions. 

 

The information adequately challenges the 

electoral integrity and unfairness in the 

electoral process in the country. Those who 
hold power, though required to protect 
assets of the State as a trustee, have 
become beneficiaries. They have displayed 

callous disregard for democratic values and 

rule of law. They realize that public finance 

can be abused, with impunity, for personal 

gain. It is unfortunate to note an escalating 

trend of abuse of state resources as the date 

of the elections gets closer.  

 
For all PPPR reports, see 
http://www.tisrilanka.org/pppr/?p=457 

 

 

 

 

Transparency International SL 
highlights bias in media coverage 

 

While the state media in their main news 

broadcasts and current affairs programs have 

blatantly violated the guidelines issued by the 

Election Commissioner in covering the 

Presidential Election thereby breaking the 

election laws, private media newscasts and 

current affairs programs, too, are, to a lesser 

degree, guilty of this offence 

 

   

As for TV news bulletins, Rupavahini gave 

100% of the time allocated for election news 

to the President (nil to the former General) 

while ITN gave 70% to the President and 

30% to main opposition candidate. 

 

Stressing the need for an independent 

regulatory body for media, the Transparency 

International Sri Lanka (TISL) report states 

that in many instances, responsibility for 

implementing regulations on the media during 

election campaigns rests with the main 

electoral supervisory body itself if it has 

sufficient guarantees of independence, as well 

as the expertise to conduct the specialized 

work of media regulation. A number of 

countries have opted to create a specialized 

body whose responsibility is to regulate media 

during election periods – that is, it is neither a 

general election administration body nor a 

general media regulatory body. 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

State TV coverage  
SLRC  100% for Rajapaksa 
ITN    70% for Rajapaksa 

Advertising Costs 
Rajapaksa: Rs 377,971,300.00   Fonseka: Rs. 80,446,900.00 
 
The expenditure of political parties, which are not disclosed at any stage, include extravagant 

spends not affordable in a low-income country and should be prevented by common agreement. 

The abuses of state resources and various other hidden costs, including corruption related 

spends should certainly be controlled and eliminated.  

 

The Commissioner of Elections, the law enforcement officials, monitoring groups, political party 

leaders and civil society must collectively commit to introduce and ensure compliance by all of 

best practices acceptable by society at large.  

 

Source: PPPR – Programme for Protection of Public Resources: A serious matter of concern 
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NGOs 
Amnesty International - AI 

Time for a New Start:  
A Human Rights Agenda for Sri 
Lanka’s Presidential Candidates 

 

 Amnesty International calls on all candidates 

standing in Sri Lanka’s Presidential elections 

on 26 January to end widespread human 

rights violations and the culture of impunity 

that continues to plague the country.  

 

 “Candidates should commit to restoring 

respect for basic rights, like life and liberty, 

ending arbitrary arrests and detention, 

enforced disappearances and torture, and to 

restoring respect for freedom of expression, 

said Yolanda Foster, Amnesty International’s 

Sri Lanka specialist.” 

  
 For more information, see Sri Lanka: Halt pre-election 

attacks on political activists 

 
 

Asian Human Rights Commission - 
AHRC 

Testing sovereignty through a 
genuine election 

 

 The election for the Executive President will 

take place on 26 January. This election will 

test the sovereignty of the people as 

enshrined in the Constitution and the 

possibility of genuine election in Sri Lanka as 

required by the International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights. 

  

Voting for the formation of a government 

needs to be genuine. Genuineness would be 

that the people would have the complete 

freedom to exercise their franchise  without 

fear and thereby to express  their political will 

as they wish. An election that is not genuine 

is not an election at all. 

 

 
 
 
 

Reporters Sans Frontières - RSF 
State media turned into presidential 

propaganda outlets 
 

 Flouting a 15 January supreme court ruling, 

state-owned TV stations Rupavahini and ITN 

continue to openly favour President Mahinda 

Rajapaksa’s campaign to win another term in 

the presidential election to be held on 26 

January with a total of 21 candidates taking 

part. 

 

The press freedom organisation added: “We 

urge the supreme court and the electoral 

commission to use all the powers at their 

disposal to force Rupavahini and ITN to come 

to reason. This glaring media imbalance 

shows that the incumbent is benefiting from 

an advantage that is unacceptable in a 

democratic election.” 

 

 

 
 
 

International Federation of 
Journalists - IFJ 

Alarming Abuse of State Media Ahead 
of Sri Lanka Elections  

 
The International Federation of Journalists 

(IFJ) is greatly concerned that state-owned 

media in Sri Lanka has acted with extreme 

partisanship in the run-up to the country’s 

presidential election on 26 January. 

 

This contravenes a ruling from the country’s 

highest judiciary and is in defiance of the 

directives of the Commissioner for Elections. 

 

The IFJ learns with alarm that the 

Commissioner for Elections has cancelled the 

mandate of the “Competent Authority” 

designated to monitor compliance with basic 

norms of fairness in all state-controlled media 

institutions during the election process. 

This issue has been compiled and edited by S. Deshapriya and M. Told 
Contact: srilankabrief@gmail.com 


