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The GSP fallout   
The official added that a staggering figure of an estimated 40,000 employees 

were laid off in the past 14 months alone due to cost cutting by major firms and 

factories.The value of  GSP + benefits has been estimated at 100 million Euros 

and losing the GSP+ means Sri Lankan goods get more expensive and therefore 

less competitive. According to the official, the real cost could be as much as 400 

million Euros. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/print/index.php/opinion1/18560-the-gsp-fallout.html  
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Sri Lanka to get investments from India's Mahindra group 
Aug 18, 2010 (LBO) - India's Mahindra and Mahindra group is planning to make 

investments in Sri Lanka initially in tourism and financial services and also 

increasing vehicles sales in the island, an official said."Sri Lanka can provide a 

platform for large multinationals like us," Anand Mahindra, Vice Chairman and 

Managing Director of the Mahindra Group told a news conference Wednesday.  
http://www.lankabusinessonline.com/fullstory.php?nid=60888816  
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Now ex-Defence Secy slams CFA -Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation 

Commission 
Former Defence Secretary Austin Fernando claims there had not been proper 

consultations with the military before the then Premier Ranil Wickremesinghe’s 

government signed the CFA with the LTTE. 
http://www.island.lk/index.php?page_cat=article-details&page=article-details&code_title=4733     
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Economic constraints made UNP sign CFA: Austin, Ex Defence Secy 
Former Defence Secretary Austin Fernando in his testimony to the Lessons 

Learnt and Reconciliation Commission (LLRC) said yesterday the United National 

Party (UNP) government was compelled to reach a political agreement with the 

LTTE in 2001. 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/print/index.php/news/front-page-news/18912.html  
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Over 47,000 women in sex trade   
According to a survey conducted by the Ministry of Health, there are 47,000 

women sex workers in the country, Dr. Shantha Hettiarachchi of the Sexually 

Transmitted Diseases Unit of the Ministry said at a seminar in Matara. 
http://www.island.lk/index.php?page_cat=article-details&page=article-details&code_title=4718   
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Sentenced for Buddha keyring 
Two men in Sri Lanka have received a suspended jail sentence after a magistrate 

ruled that they insulted religion by selling keyrings containing an image of Lord 

Buddha. Buddhism is the majority religion in the island, the faith of most of its 

Sinhalese majority population 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/sinhala/news/story/2010/08/100818_buddha_keyring.shtml  
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